Reagan challenges Moscow reform 


WASHINGTON (R) President Reagan on Saturday challenged the 
Sowct Union to prove tt was coomrittfidto reform by tearing down the 
Bonn wail, reieastng jmstkal prisoners and allowing fee elections in 
natarns. fa fas weekly radio address. Mr. Reagan also said the 
United Stales and the Soviet Un«y» h^d made progress in arms reduction 
.tattMrat said only freedom coind guaramee peace. Mr. Reagan did not 
eoamieoi on a Nicaraguan pea*~ -j.: U uavdled last Wedi^ay. or a 
proposal signed by the five Central American leaders on Friday 
**)■ He mentioned Nicaragua Once when calling for an end to 
*^o^^^llmeriahs^) , ’ there and in Eastern Europe, Afctaanistafl and 
Cuba. Referring to the Russian word “Glasoost,' or openness, Mr. 
Reap®?. ra«oncafly asked whether recent reforms by Soviet leader 
Vmm I Gwbaehw were significant or merely “a public" show. ‘The way 
for die Soviets to demonstrate their dedication to true openness is to tear 
.down the wall, he said, five days before the 26th anniversary of the 
eonstnicnon of the concrete barrier by East Germanv. 



‘Iran sought to destabilise Islam’ 

NEW YORK (AP) — Iran hoped to destabilise the Muslim World by 
staging the deadly riots in the Holy City of Mecca. Saudi Arabia s 
ambassador to the United States said Saturday. Instead, Iran has been 
ostracised. Prince Bandar Bin Sultan said in an interview with the Cable 
News Network. "Iran, by its action, committed a sacrilegious act," he 
said. “I think it has been isolated for it." He said Muslim leaden 
worldwide have rallied to the side of Saudi Arabia and its royal family, the 
custodians of some of Islam's holiest places. This, he said, is the “greatest 
vindication.” The ambassador said the riots were a carefully planned 
operation. “In our judgment, they intended to destabilise the whole 
Muslim faith." he said. The ambassador said four Saudi diplomats 
abducted when mobs in Tehran sacked the Saudi embassy had been 
released. “We know to speak the language of the Iranians. They 
understand us,” he said when asked bow Saudi Arabia obtained their 
freedom. He said the Mecca tragedy should be a lesson to the West about 
Iran’s Islamic fundamentalist government. He called Iran a great nation 
afflicted by the “tragedy" of an intolerant theocracy. 
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Grenade kills 
8-member family 

BEIRUT (AP) — A hand gre- 
nade found by a farmer exploded 
at Iris borne Saturday in a north- 
ern village killing him and seven 
faxnfiy members, police reported. 
Fayez Onaik, 40, found the gre- 
nade in his field. The fanner took 
it to his home in the village of 
Dmnieb, near the northern port 
of Tripoli, where it exploded, 
police said. Mr. Ouaik's sister, 
her fiance, another sister and her 
four children were killed in the 
blast, police said. 

Iranians expelled 
from W. Berlin 

WEST BERLIN (R) — The 
Western allies responsible for 
security in West Berlin expelled a 
number of Iranian officials on 
Saturday as part of tighter secur- 
ity measures in' the dty. an allied 
spokesman said. Allied sources 
said die move, against between 
10 and 20 officials based at the 
consulate in West Berlin and the 
embassy in East Berlin, was con- 
nected with fears of guerrilla 
attacks arising from current U.S. 
military involvement in the Gulf. 
They said allied forces in West 
Berlin as well as other European 
centres had been on a high state 
of alert since U.S. navy vessels 
began escorting tankers through 
the Gulf to protect them against 
possible Iranian attack. 

Moscow expels 
3 Zaireans 

MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet 
Union said Saturday that it had 
ordered three Zairean embassy 
officials out of the country in 
retaliation for the expulsion of 
three Soviets from Zaire. The 
official news agency TASS said 
Zaire’s charge d'affaires in Mos- 
cow was summoned to die Soviet 
Foreign Ministry on Saturday and 
given an official protest of the 
expulsion of the Soviets from 
Kinshasa. Government sources in 
Kinshasa said Aug. 1 that the 
Soviets were ordered out of Zaire 
for gyrb^rmg information about 
Zaire’s army and unions, as well 
as infiltrating youth organisations 
and higher education. 

‘Qadhafi married 
Kashoggj’s daughter’ 

ROME (AP) — A published 
report Saturday claimed that Li-* 
byan leader Muammar Qadhafi 
has married the 25-year-old 
daughter of Saudi Arabian oil 
magnate Adnan Kashoggi. 
Milan's Corriere Della Sera, Ita- 
ly’s largest-drculation daily, 
quoted unidentified “highly reli- 
able!” sources in the foreign di- 
plomatic community in Rome as 
saying Colonel Qadhafi recently 
red Nabila Kashoggi. It said that 
is a gift to the bridea family, Coi. 
signed a contract to sell 
i crude oil to Mr. Kashoggi 
_riow-market prices. Mr. 
Cashoggi, once reputed to be the 
idlest man in the world, is said 
to be facing financial difficulties. 
Mr. Kashoggi was reported to 
have been a middleman linked to 
the U.S. arms sales to Iran 
scandal. 

Vote upsets balance 
In Sudanese council 

KHARTOUM (R) — An inde- 
pendent was elected on Saturday 
fo a vacant seat on Sudan’s five- 
member supreme council, open- 
ing up a new crack in the ruling 
coalition. The Sudanese parlia- 
ment elected independent Mir- 
ghari A1 Nasri to the seat pre- 
viously held by a member of the 
democratic Unionist Party 
). The vote tipped a ba- 

! in the council, which acts as 

odan's collective head of state. 
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* Chinese arms sale boost 
Ir anian missile stockpile. 
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3 Kuwaiti tankers 
slip through Hormuz 

in surprise operation 
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BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Three Kuwaiti 
tankers, flying the American flag and under 
U.S. navy escort, passed through the danger- 
ous Strait of Hormuz on Saturday in a 
surprise operation that began just hours 
after Pentagon officials in Washington had 
said the convoy would not leave until some- 
time next week. 

The six-ship convoy steamed 
north past Dubai in the southern 
Gulf after slipping through the 
Strait of Hormuz only a few hours 
after Iran completed major naval 
exercises in the narrow waterway. 

"Three U.S. navy warships and 
three tankers were spotted 26 
miles off Dubai,” a shipping 
source in the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) port dty told Reu- 
ters. 

Reuter photographer Ulli 
Michel in a helicopter said the 
convoy was led by the rank er Sea 
Isle City, followed by a warship, 
then the tanker Ocean City, 
another warship, then the tank er 
Gas King followed by another 
warship. 

The U.S. navy decision to sail 


into the Gulf came as a surprise. 
Pentagon officials in Washington 
indicated on Friday the convoy, 
which had formed jest outside the 
entrance to the Gulf, would not 
make the run to Kuwait for at 
least a week. 

Shipping sources said the 
weighed anchor at 2 a.m. 

GMT Friday) and set sail after 
warning ships and aircraft in the 
area to stand off because they 
were conducting a military exer- 
cise. 

The “exercise” took them 
north through the 40-kilometre- 
wide strait, where Ir anian Re- 
volutionary Guards had ended 
four days of manoeuvres which 
featured the firing of a shore- to- 
ship missil e and mock attacks on 


ships by unmanned aircraft and 
boats packed wife high explo- 
sives. 

Gulf-based shipping com- 
panies, monitoring marine com- 
munications, said all reports as of 
late Saturday indicated smooth 
sailing for the convoy — the third 
under U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan's plan for reflagging 
Kuwaiti ships and protecting free- 
dom of navigation in the vital oil 
waterway. 

They said the American 
warships jammed Iranian radar 
and kept radio silence during the 
5V5 hour passage through die 
Strait of Hormuz, where vessels 
come within range of Iran's coas- 
tal anti-ship missile batteries. 

Once through the strait, the 
escorting missile frigate USS 
Crommefin began broadcasting 
warnings to other shipping to 
keep at least 2,000 metres away 
from the convoy, the monitors 
said. Ships were obeying the 
warning, they added. 

By sundown Saturday, the flo- 
tilla was reported to have passed 
Dubai and moving at about 15 to 
16 knots on a course that would 

(Continued on page 3) 


Soviet said 
to have new 
railcar 
missiles 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The Soviet Union is capable of 
deploying rail-carried, long-range 
missiles mat could complicate the 
debate over future compliance 
with the 1979 strategic arms 
limitation accord, U.S. officials' 
said Saturday. 

For the first time, Soviet 
SSX24 missiles have been moved 
from the factory producing them 
to rail cars from which they could 
travel and become part of the 
Soviet arsenal, said the officials, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. 

They said that it was not clear if 
the rockets were operational — 
prepared for actual firing — or 
were merely able to move, but 
that the presence of the railroad 
cars means the capability for de- 
ployment now exists. 

In its annual report, "Soviet 
Military Power,” the Pentagon 
predicted that the missiles would 
be deployed this year and said the 
weapon would be capable of de- 
livering 10 nuclear warheads 
10,050 kilometres. 

The most important feature of 
the system is its mode of deploy- 
ment — on railroad cars that 
could travel around the country- 
side, creating difficulties for U.S. 
spy satellites seeking Soviet 
targets for American missiles. 

First word of the deployment 
came from Republican Senator 
Jesse Helms in a speech Friday in 
the Senate, and the U.S. officials 
confirmed that his information 
was correct. They also agreed 
with Mr. Helms that if the Soviets 
wish to remain bound by the 
SALT-II treaty, they would be 
required to retire older weapons 
systems as the SSX24S are de- 

¥he SSX24. under develop- 
ment for more than a decade, can 
reportedly carry up to 10 inde- 
pendently targe table nuclear war- 
heads. . . . 

A treat'* provision affecting 
the SSX24s is a ceiling of S20 on 
land-based intercontinental bal- 
listic missiles with multiple war- 
heads. . , 

In its Saturday editions, the 
Washington Post quoted U.S. 
officials as saying the Soviets had 
in fact dismantled a sufficient 
number of SS17 missiles, which 
have up to four warheads each 
and are comparable in range to 

the SSX24. „ . , 

The Post quoted the officials as 
saying, however, that Mr. Helms 
assertions of Soviet non- 
compliance were technically cor- 
rect because the SS17 silos had 
not yet been destroyed, as re- 
quired by the treaty. 


Iranian president 
warns French navy 


LONDON (Agencies) — Iranian 
President All Khamenei has 
warned France, which has a car- 
rier task force en route to the 
Gulf, not to try to impose its will 
in the region. 

The Iranian news agency 
ERNA, received in London, said 
Mr. Khamenei told reporters 
French warships were free to sail 
in international waters as long as 
they did not disturb shipping or 
enrage in "adventurism.” 

But he said there would be 
dashes and France would be 
“vulnerable” if the French navy 
tried to create tension in the 
ion. 


Khamenei, who heads 
Iran’s supreme defence council, 
was speaking aboard a command 
ship in the southern Gulf on 
Friday at the end of four days of 
naval manoeuvres, IRNA said. 

Tehran Radio said Saturday 
the Islamic Revolutionary 


Guards Corps (IRGC) practised 
mine-laying, fired long-range 
shore-to-ship missiles and tested 
pilotless drones and boats packed 
with explosives during the exer- 
cises that ended Friday. 

“Our forces... are ready to 
derisively crush any probable 
American attack in the Gulf 
area,” said the radio, monitored 
in Nicosia. 

The exercises, codenamed 
Martyrdom, ended at 2030 GMT 
on Friday just before U.S. 
warships escorted a second con- 
voy of reflagged Kuwaiti tankers 
into the Gulf. 

The radio said IRGC speed- 
boats shadowed the first U.S. 
convoy to Kuwait last month. 
U.S. officials say Iran laid a mine 
which holed one of the tankers, 
the Bridgeton, while Tehran said 
it was the work of "invisible 

(Continued on page 3) 


Iran and Soviets discussing oil 
exports through old pipeline 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Tehran 
and Moscow have started talks 
about large-scale Iranian oil ex- 
ports to third markets through an 
old gas pipeline to the Soviet 
Union, I ranian Oil Minis ter Gbo- 
lamreza Aqazadeh said Saturday. 

He told reporters in Tehran 
that renewed gas exports were 
-also being considered, reported 
Tehran Radio, monitored in 
Nicosia. 

He was apparently referring to 
gas exports to the Soviet Union 
via the 40/42-inch diameter 
IGAT-3 pipeline. The exports 
were stopped m 1979 in a pricing 
row. 

Mr. Aqazadeh said a Soviet 
delegation was due in Iran later 
this month to discuss technical 
aspects of pumping oil through 
the pipeline to me Soviet Caspian 
Sea port of Baku. 

Oil sources said a new pipeline 
would probably have to be built 
from Baku to the Black Sea. 

Mr. Aqazadeh said about 
700,000 barrels per day (bpd) 
could then be sold to foreign 
markets. 

He said Iran was seeking to. 
diversify its oil export channels 
and aiso wanted to pipe oil direct 
to the Strait of Hormuz at the 
mouth of the Golf. 

Most of the exports from its 
2.369 million bpd Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) production quota are 
now shipped from Kharg Island 
in die northern Gulf, which has 
proved vulnerable to Iraqi air* 
attacks. 

Mr. Aqazadeh accused Kuwait 
of breaching its OPEC quota and 
called on all OPEC states to 


abide by the group's rulings and 
not undermine the market. 

“If nothing unusual happens, 
the ofl market will rise by two- 
three dollars by the next OPEC 
meeting," due to be held in De- 
cember, he said. 

Mr. Aqazadeh also said a 
French government request that 
French companies refrain from 
buying Ir anian oil has no impact 
on Iran's oil sales. 

Mr. Aqazadeh said the French 
derision on Friday to halt imports 
of Iranian crude — about 168,000 
bpd in June — was “unimpor- 
tant... France has no effect on 
Iran's oil market." 

He said Iran had a large num- 
ber of long-tram oil contracts and 
there was “not much space for 
further Iranian oil sales this 
year.” 

The talks to transport on by the 
old gas pipeline, hinted at in July 
by Prime Minister Mir-Hossein 
Mousavi, follow an improvement 
in Soviet-Iranian relations. 

A joint statement issued on 
Aug. 4 after a visit to .Tehran by a 
senior Soviet delegation said 
agreement was reached on im- 
plementing "large-scale projects 
of mutually beneficial economic 
cooperation,” the Soviet news 
agency TASS said. 

Sections of the IGAT-i pipe- 
line are believed to be in poor 
repair and foe line is also used to 
pipe gas to Iranian cities. 

IGAT-2, a 56-inch diameter 
pipeline parallel to IGAT-1, was 
completed from the big Kangan 
gasfreld in southern Iran as far as 
the central city of Isfahan in late 
1985. . 
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A U.S. navy helicopter trails a mlnesweeping device in the Gntf 

Iraq: Mecca riot part of 
Iran plan to foil peace bid 

tional unanimity. 

INA said Iraq proposed that 
the Arab League committee 
should meet one day before an 
emergency meeting of Arab 
League foreign minis ters con- 
venes in Kuwait. 

Kuwaiti welcomes meeting 

Kuwait said meanwhile it' 
favoured holding the called-for 
meeting of Arab League foreign 
ministers to discuss tensions in 
the Gulf after last week's riots in 
Mecca. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah 
AJ Ahmad Ai Sabah told repor- 
ters Kuwait accepted the Tuni- 
sian call for the meeting, which 
has also been welcomed by Jor- 
dan and the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

Sheikh Sabah denied news re- 
ports that an Iranian delegation 
had visited Kuwait for talks to. 
improve relations, but added: 
“We would like oar relations with 
Iran to be good.” 

The Tunisian news agency 
TAP confirmed on Saturday that 
the Tunisian government had cal- 
led for an urgent meeting of the 
Arab foreign ministers to discuss 
the Gulf war. 

• The meeting would focus on 
the threat posed to peace in the 
region by the continuing war be- 
tween Iran and Iraq, TAP said. 

The news agency did not spe- 
cify when the Tunisian govern- 
ment had proposed the meeting, 
but said that the proposal had 
been sent to 20 member countries 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation. It said some mem- 
bers “had already responded 
favourably.” 

The news agency did not pro- 
viui a date for the proposed 
meeting. 

TAP said Tunisian Foreign 
Minister Hedi Mabrouk called m 
the heads of Islamic diplomatic 
missions and conveyed President 
Habib Bourguiba’s views about 
the dangerous situation in the 
Gulf. 

The minister also praised the 
Saudi authorities’ firm handling 
of the clashes in Mecca. 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq's Defence Ministry said 
Saturday that last week’s violence 
in Mecca was part of a plan by 
Tehran to foil a United Nations 
resolution to end the Iran-Iraq 
war. 

An article in the ministry daily 
newspaper Al Qadisiyah said the 
Iranian plan was: 

— To escalate the situation in the 
Gulf, showing animosity to the 
big powers, particularly the Un- 
ited States; 

— . To attack Kuwaiti oi! and gas 
tankers and search vessels sailing 
to Arab states in the Gulf, 

— To commit “crimes” tike the 
one committed in Mecca; 

— To attack Iraq’s international 
borders and shell residential 
areas with long-range artillery. 

The article, by the head of the 
ministry's political department, 
Abdul Jabbar Mohsen, said 
Tehran was trying to divert Ira- 
nian and world public opinion 
from U.N. peace efforts. 

Iraq says it mil implement the 
July 20 U.N. Security Council 
resolution if Iran does’ likewise. 
Tehran says the resolution is un- 
acceptable but has given no for- 
mal response. 

Saudi Arabia and Iran blame 
each other for the Mecca violence 
in which hundreds of people died 
on July 31. 

AJ Qadisiyah said Saturday 
Iraq was determined to continue 
the war, J to regain its rights and 
those of the Arab Nation no 
matter bow long the battle lasts 
and how huge the sacrifices.” 

Al Qadisiyah said Iraq would 
“inflict death everywhere in Iran 
on the Iranian rulers who have 
been refusing to end the war,” 

Iraq urges panel talks 

Iraq called on Friday for a 
meeting of the Arab League’s 
seven-member committee on the 
Gulf war to discuss Iran's nega- 
tive response to the U.N. resolu- 
tion. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said Iraq's permanent representa- 
tive at the Arab League had 
asked for the committee to dis- 
cuss Iran’s challenge to interna- 


King pays tribute to 
Camille Chamoun 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Saturday sent a 
cable to Lebanese President 
Amin Gemayel expressing con- 
dolences over the death of former 
President C amill e Chamoun, who 
was finance minister in the pre- 
sent cabinet. 

In his cable, the King paid 
tribute to Mr. Chamoun’s ser- 
vices to Lebanon and said the late 
leader "devoted his life in the 
services of the nation.” 

“I hope that the Lebanese peo- 
ple will live in harmony and fulfil 
of the mission initiated by Mr. 
Chamoun,” the King said. 

AP adds from Beirut: Pallbearers 
carried the casket containing the 
body of Mr. Chamoun through 
east Beirut on Saturday as 
thousands of mourners marched 
behind. 

The casket, draped in the 
Lebanese flag, was borne from 
Saint Georges Hospital in east 
Beirut to a church in the northern 
suburb of Antilias pending a state 
funeral scheduled for Sunday. 

Mr. Chamoun died Friday of 
heart failure at the age of 87. 

His two sons. Dory, 55, Dany, 
53, walked behind the coffin 
accompanied by right-wing mili- 
tia chieftain Samir Geagea and 
other Christian leaders. 

Dr. Geagea’s “Lebanese 
Forces” militiamen, armed with 
automatic rifles, guarded the 
mourners’ 10-kilometre march to 
the Antilias Maronite Catholic 
church (See page 2). 

Some women dressed in Mack 
watched from balconies as the 
mourners proceeded. 

President Gemayel, a Maro- 
nite like Mr. Chamoun, has 
ordered one week of mourning 
for the former head of state dur- 


ing which flags will fly at half staff 
and radio and television stations 
will broadcast only classical music 
and news. 

The "Lebanese Forces” militia 
alliance also called a seven-day 
general strike to mourn Mr. Cha- 
moun, who headed the Lebanese 
Front alliance of rightist factions 
throughout the 12-year-old civil 
war. 

Mr. Chamoun. who was a 
towering figure in Lebanon, was_ 
eulogised by the nation's Muslim* 
and Christian leaders. 

“Chamoun’s absence is a great 
loss for Lebanon,” Shi'ite Muslim 
Parliament Speaker Hussein Hus- 
seini said in a cable of condo- 
lences. 

The highest-ranking Sunni 
Muslim clergyman. Grand Mufti 
Sheikh Hassan Khaled. described 
Mr. Chamoun as “one of the 
great nationalist men.” 

Mr. Chamoun was minister of 
finance and housing and coopera- 
tives in the divided cabinet of 
Acting Prime Minister Salim 
Hoss. 

Mr. Chamoun also was a mem- 
ber of Lebanon's 99-seat parlia- 
ment. His death brought to 18 the 
number of vacancies in 'the one- 
chamber bouse, which was 
elected in 1972. 

Sixteen other parliament de- 
puties have died since the civil 
war broke out in 1975 and 
another seat was vacated when 
Deputy Gemayel was elected 
president in 1982. 

The leftist daily paper As Safir, 
a reputed opponent of Mr. Cha- 
moun’s policy, said his death “en- 
ded an era in the history of 
Lebanon and the (Middle East) 
area.” 


Reagan gives Congress 
pledge on covert actions 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan has commit- 
ted himself to notifying congres- 
sional intelligence committees 
“within two working days" of the 
commencement of U.S. covert 
operations <v in all but the most 
exceptional circumstances." 

The agreement culminated 
negotiations between White 
House officials and congressional 
representatives stemming from 
tiie Iran-contra revelations of a 
lack of notification of secret U.S. 
arms sales to Iran. It was de- 
scribed in a letter from Mr. 

Reagan to the chairman and vice 
chairman of the Senate Intelli- 
gence Committee. The letter was 
released on Friday. 

"The measure of agreement 
that’s reflected in the letter de- 
monstrates the value of bipartisan 
cooperation between the Con- 
gress and the executive branch in 
the iutelligence area,” Mr. 

Reagan said. 

“I firmly believe that the new 
procedures we’re putting into 
place will strengthen that coop- 
eration, specifically the work of 
your committees,” he said. “The 


procedures address legitimate 
areas of concern of the Cone 


and the executive, and they have 
my full support.” 

Asked by reporters whether 
this meant faster notification than 
in the past, Mr. Reagan declined 
to answer. 

He also was asked if the com- 
mitment he made in the letters 


given to Senators David Boren 
and William Coben was an out- 
growth of failures to notify Con- 
gress of secret arras sales to Iran. 
“I haven’t called them mistakes 
yet,” he said. 

In a nationally broadcast 
speech on Dec. 6, Mr. Reagan 
acknowledged that “mistakes 
were made” in his administra- 
tion's efforts to free Americans 
held hostage by pro-Iranian ele- 
ments in Lebanon. 

Mr. Reagan said earlier Friday 
that he would deliver a speech 
next Wednesday night, his first 
formal response to the Iran-con- 
tra hearings. 

Responding to discussions with 
leaders of congressional panels 
who have demanded improve- 
ment in the administration's proc- 
edures for notifying them of in- 
telligence activities, Mr. Reagan 
also pledged that all future 
national security “findings” will 
be in writing, except “in cases of 
extreme emergency.” 

He also agreed that “no finding 
should retroactively authorise or 
sanction a special activity." 

“While the president must re- 
tain the flexibility as commander 
in chief and chief executive to 
exercise those constitutional au- 
thorities necessary to safeguard 
the nation and its citizens,” the 
letter said, “maximum consulta- 
tion and notification is and will be 
the firm policy of this administra- 
tion." 


Manila buries slain minister amid continuing violence 


MANILA (Agencies) — 
dent Corazon Aquino joined 
mourners at Saturday's burial of a 
slain cabinet member as attackers 
shot and killed another soldier 
and hurled a grenade at the borne 
of a business leader. 

A military honour guard fired a 
21-gun salute as the casket bear- 
ing the body of Local Govern- 
ments Secretary Jaime Ferrer was 
placed in a crypt after a five- 
kilometre procession from St. 
Andrews Church in suburban Pa- 
ranaque to Manila Memorial 
Park cemetery. 

The 70-year-old Ferrer and his. 
driver were shot and killed last 
Sunday as they left services at the 
same church. Mr. Ferrer was the 
first cabinet member ever assas- 
sinated in the nation's turbulent 
history. 

Veterans of the "Hunters." a 
guerrilla unit Ferrer helped orga- 
nise to fight the Japanese during 
World War II, marched along 
with a flatbed truck, decorated 
with white daisies and two Philip- 


pine flags, which bore Mr. Fer- 
rer’s casket. 

At services before the proces- 
sion. the archbishop of Manila, 
Cardinal Jaime L. Sin. urged a 
speedy solution to the killing, the 
latest in a siring of unsolved 
crimes in this increasingly violent 
nation. 

“He would have died in vain if 
justice is not done,” said Cardinal 
Sin, whose own residence was the 
target of a grenade attack last 
month. “This is the task that the 
officialdom must address." 

On Saturday, police detained 
for questioning in the Ferrer mur- 
der a man and a woman who were 
arrested during a raid on their 
home in a Manila suburb. A 
spokesman said tbe couple were 
suspected members of tire com- 
munis! New People’s Army. 

Manila newspapers on Satur- 
day carried photographs of the 
man, who investigators said 
looked similar to police sketches 
of one of Mr. Ferrer's assassins. 

Two other suspects detained 


for questioning by police after the 
murder were freed- on Wednes- 
day after police said they had no 
dear evidence against them. 

Mr. Fercer's assassination was 
the most spectacular in a series of 
unsolved bombings, kidnappings 
and killings which Mrs. Aquino 
has described as tbe gravest chal- 
lenge fadng-her country's fragile 
democracy. 

In the latest reported violence, 
two gunmen late Friday shot and 
killed a Philippine constabulary 
soldier in suburban Pasay City as 
be left his home. 

More than 50 people and sol- 
diers have been killed is the 
Manila area this year. Commun- 
ist rebels are believed responsible 
for many of the killings. 

In Cebu Q'ty, 560 kilometres to 
the south, two motorcyde-riding 
attackers burled a grenade late 
Friday at the home of Philip 
Tiongoo, president of the local 
chamber of commerce. Police 
said there were no injuries, but 
Mr. Tiongco's bouse and car were 


.riddled with shrapnel. 

Mr. Tiongco has spoken out 
publicly against mounting vio- 
lence in Cebu City, the country's 
second major urban centre. At 
least 23 police and government 
troops have been killed this year 
in Cebu City, which has a popula- 
tion of about 1.5 million. 

The military also reported a 
mass kidnapping of 15 students 
and a teacher on Mindanao Is- 
land in an area plagued by Mus- 
lim insurgency, armed criminal 
gangs and vendetta killings. 

A military report said armed 
men, believed to be Muslim re- 
bels, kidnapped 15 students and a 
teacher from a passenger vehicle 
near Marawi City, 816 kilometres 
south of Manila. 

There was no word on their 
whereabouts. The incident occur- 
red near where two Swiss Red 
Cross workers were kidnapped 
last May. Eventually they were 
released unharmed, but their kid- 
nappers were never arrested. 
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‘Chinese arms sales boost 
Iranian missile stockpile’ 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Iran probably has in- 
creased its arsenal of Silkworm anti-ship missiles 
while purchasing estimated $1 billion worth of 
weapons so far this year, U.S. intelligence sources 
say. 


Top Defence Department offi- 
cials nave just been provided with 
a new assessment of Iranian arms 
dealings for the first seven 
months of 1987, according to the 
officials, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

U.S. intelligence agencies ear- 
lier this summer estimated that 
Iran had about 4S of the Ounese- 
built Silkworms, which Pentagon 
officials consider one of the big- 
gest threats to U.S. convoy op- 
erations in the Gulf. 

That estimate now has been 
increased because of evidence 
that a new batch of the missiles 
was included in recent arms pack- 
ages purchased from China, the 
sources said Friday. They .said 
Iran could have as many as 100 
Silkworms. 

The sources said there is some 
evidence that China may be re- 
ducing its dealings with Iran. 

China has repeatedly denied 
the weapons sales. 

But at least for the period from 
January through July. China con- 


weapons supplier, providing an 
estimated $400 million worth of 
arms. Besides the Silkworms, the 
deliveries included multiple rock- 
et Launchers, artillery pieces and 
anti-aircraft missiles, the sources 


said. 

The second leading supplier 
continued to be North Korea, the 
sources said. That country pro- 
vided arms worth about $250 
million, including artillery pieces, 
ammunition of various types and 
Soviet-designed Scud surface-to- 
surface missiles. 

Warsaw Pact allies of the 
Soviet Union provided about 
$200 million in arms during the 
seven-month period, primarily 
small arms and rifles, ammuni- 
tion and transport trucks, the 
sources said. 

Two American allies in Europe 
— Portugal and Spain — were 
next on the list, providing an 
estimated $150 million in muni- 
tions and components for Iran's 
domestic arms indust^r. the 
sources added. The shipments 
from those two countries 
apparently included machinery 
components, the officials said. 

Meanwhile, Secretary of State 
George Shultz said the Reagan 
administration has no intention of 


the war powers act. 

Lawyers for 114 members of 
Congress filed a lawsuit Friday 
asking a federal court in 
Washington, D.C. , to compel the 
president to comply with the re- 


porting requirements of the 1973 
act. 

The act requires that the presi- 
dent send a written report to 
Congress within 45 hours after 
troop* are sent “into hostilities or 
into situations where imminent 
involvement” is indicated. The 
troops must be withdrawn within 
60 days unless Congress autho- 
rises them to stay. 

The Silkworm, based on an 
older Soviet design, is built by 
China as a mobile missile that can 
be fired from land against nearby 
ships. It has a range of roughly 80 
kilometres. 

According to the sources, Iran 
has established launch positions 
for the Silkworm in at least three 
areas overlooking the Strait 1 of 
Hormuz, the narrow entranceway 
to the Gulf through which the 
U.S. convoys pass. 

The sources said Friday that 
Iran also is believed to have 
moved some of the new Silk- 
worms into the northern part of 
the country, closer to Kuwait, but 
they declined to identify the loca- 
tion. 

The next convoy operation up 
the Golf will not begin before 
next week because the Pentagon 
wants to give the helicopter car- 
rier Guadalcanal time to steam 


The Guadalcanal departed the 
Indian Ocean* island of Diego 
Garcia on Friday with a load of 
navy RH-53D mine-sweeping 
helicopters, according to the 
sources. 


Tunisia 
announces 
arrests in 
hotel blasts 

TUNIS (AP) — Authorities have 
arrested “other elements of a 
terrorist network” accused of 
bombing coastal resort hotels and 
injuring British and Italian tour- 
ists, Interior Minister Zine A1 
Abidine Ibn Aii Aui said 
Saturday. 

After a meeting with President 
Habib Bouiguiba in Monastir, 
165 kilometres south of Tunis, 
the interior minister said a pre- 
liminary investigation indicated 
the “criminal acts were perpe- 
trated by elements of an extrem- 
ist terrorist network.” 

No details were given on the 
number of suspects arrested “a 
little after ... the explosions last 
Sunday.” The minister did not 
elaborate on the number of peo- 
ple implicated in the attacks. 

On Wednesday. Prime Minister 
Rachid Sfar said one person had 
been arrested in connection with 
the bombings. 

Four bombs exploded Aog. 2 
at hotels in Monsastir and Sousse 
along the Mediterranean coast, 
injuring five British tourists, 
seven Italians and one Tunisian 
employee, the Interior Ministry 


Militiamen on alert as Falangists mourn Chamoun 


Egypt declares support for Chad 

Ov -M- -M. M. identified onvernme 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt Saturday 
condemned what it said were 
threats against Chad by unnamed 
foreign forces as Chadian officials 
warned that Libya was preparing 
new attacks. 

“The Foreign Ministry is fol- 
lowing with interest the threats 
feeing Chad and strongly con- 
demns any attempt aimed against 
Chad or any aggression against 
Chadian territory, be it from the 
north or from the east," Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Boutros 
Ghali said in a statement. 

Chadian President Hissene 
Habre said this week that Libya 
was preparing to strike at his 
counfry, not only on its northern 
frontier but through neighbour- 
ing Sudan. 

The statement by Dr. Ghaii 


referred only to foreign forces 
and did not mention Libya by 
name. 

Egypt and Libya fought a brief 
border war in 1977, Dr. Ghali 
said in a recent interview that 
Cario’s support for Chadian Pres- 
ident Hissene Habre was not influ- 
enced by its policy towards Tri- 
poli. 

The statement “assured 
Egypt’s total support for the legal 
government in N’Djamena and 
its right to regional unity and 
sovereignty.” 

Chad Saturday stepped up its 
verbal attack on neighbouring 
Sudan, accusing Prime Minister 
Sadeq A1 Mahdi of complicity 
with Libya over the alleged pre- 
sence of Libyan troops on 
Sudanese territory. 


A commentator on state-run 
N'Djamena Radio said Mr. 
Mahai “is turning a blind eye on 
the much-publicised presence of 
Libyan forces on Sudanese terri- 
topry.” 

•. it said both Libya and Sudan 
were conniving in order to “con- 
ceal Libyan aggression against 
Chad under the cover of huma- 
nitarian actions.” 

N'Djamena said it wished to 
maintain friendship with 
Sudanese authorities but warned 
of serious consequences if Sudan 
allowed “Libyan aggression” to 
be launched from Sudanese teni- 


Tbe most serious injury was to 
Helen Strocki, 25, of Scotland, 
whose foot was amputated. 

There has been widespr ead 
speculation finking the bombings 
to recent clashes between the 
government and pro-Iranian Isla- 
mic fundamentalists. 

Tonis newspapers on Friday 
printed a declaration of an un- 
identified government official 
that blamed the attacks on the 
opposition Islamic Tendency 


Sudan’s relations with Libya 
improved after President Jaafer 
Nmnriri was overt hro w n in a 
coup in April 1985. 


U.S. says ex-CIA aide cannot sue Egypt 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
State Department says convicted 
former CIA officer Edwin P. 
Wilson cannot sue Egyptian Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak and bis 
defence minister because the two 
men have diplomatic immunity, 
papers showed Friday. 

“The government of Egypt is 
entitled to assert certain pri- 
vileges and immunities based on 
the nead of state and diplomatic 
immunity doctrines," Abraham 
D. Sofaer, the department's legal 
counsel, wrote in a letter. 

Mr. Sofaer’s letter to the Jus- 
tice Department, dated July 30, 


1987, was prompted by legal pap- 
ers Wilson filed in June, seeking 
to pursue financial claims against 
Mr. Mubarak, Field ' Marshal 
Mohammad Abu Ghazala, 
Egypt's defence minister, and 
five other men, including Richard 
Secord, a key figure in the Iran- 
contra case. 

Wilson, who is serving 52 years 
in prison for illegally selling 
weapons to Libya, has asked the 
U.S. banknqptcy court in Alexan- 
dria, Virginia, for permission to 
sue the seven men on the grounds 
they owe him money, Daniel S. 
Alcorn, his attorney, said. Wilson 


is involved in bankruptcy pro- 
ceedings. 

Wilson claims that be tent the 
defendants $500,000 that was 
used to start Egyptian- American 
Transport and Service Co., a 
now-defunct corporation that 
pleaded guilty in 1983 to filing 
raise statements with the U.S. 
government. 

Wilson says he was promised 
— but never received — 20 per 
cent of the profits of the com- 
pany, which was created to ship 
U.S. military equipment to 
Egypt 


Movement, QTM), winch conde- 
mned the bombings in a state- 
ment issued in Fans. 

Tunis broke relations with Iran 
in March, accusing Tehran of 
using its embassy in Tunis to 
encourage violent opposition. 

The Tunisian ambassador to 
Britain on Saturday visited Ms. 
Strocki, the Scottish woman who 
had her foot amputated after 
being injured in the Aug. 2 
bombing. 

Ambassador Hamadi Khouini 
said he was passing on an assur- 
ance from President Bouiguiba of 
Tunisia that although Ms. Strocki 
lost a foot in last Sundays bomb- 
ing, “she has also gained a new 
father.” 

He said Mr. Bourgurba “has 
decided to support ana look after 
her as his own daughter, and not 
only the president but the whole 
nation is represented by me today 
in giving their respects for tins 
courageous young woman.” 

Ms. Strocki, 28, was on holiday 
in Tunisia when a bomb ripped 
apart the disco of the Sahara 
Beach Hotel in Monastir where 
she was dancing. 

Her right foot was amputated 
in Tunisia because of her severe 
injuries. 

“I thought it was quite a nice 
gesture for the ambassador to 
visit me," Ms. Strocld fold repor- 
ters from her hospital bed in 
Ayr, Scotland. 
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quest Show 17:00 News Summary 
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18.-00 Radio Newsreel 18:15 From the 
Proms 19*0 World News 19*0 Com- 
mentary 19:15 Sherlock Holmes 19:45 
Letter from America 20*6 World 
News 20*9 Reflections 20:15 Spcnrt- 
sworid 20:45 Sports Roundup 21:00 
Newsdcsk 21:38 Brain of Britain 1987 
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23 JO Hymns on Holiday 2AM News 
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CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Ctittual Centre .. TeL 661026/7 

American Came 644371 

American Centre Library 641520 

British Cornea 63 61*7/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe [nstitmc 641993 

Soviet Cnhucal Centre - .644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 62 4049 

Imfcbh Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Am Centre — 665195 

Hussem Youth Gtr ... 667181/6 

Y.W.GA. 641793 

Y.V.MA 664251 

Amman Municipal Ubraiy 637111 

Utriv. of Jordan Library ......... 843555 

MUSEUMS 


“Chfldrea's Heritage and Sd£Ke 
Miiwm . " Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, plus a small planetarium at dm 
Heya Arts Centre. Open aD week 9*0 
a.m. - 1:00 pjn. and 3 JO p.m. - 6=00 
p.m. Closed on Friday. 

FoBdore Mweom: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years okL Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerasb (4th to 18th 
ce n ti m es)- The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening bourn: 9.00 ajn.-S p.m. 
Year-round. TeL 651760. 

Jordan Arch ae ological Mnscura: Has 
an excellent coOection of the anti- 

J uities at Jordan. Jabai Al Qai'a 
Gtadd HiU). Opening hours: 9.00 
and official 


а. m. -5.00 pjn. (Fridays and ottiaai 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jor da n National Gallery: Contains a 
collection of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a coOection of palntmes by 
19th Century orienuflst artists. Munta- 
zah. Jabai Luweibdeh. Opening hours; 
10.00 a.m. • 1 JO p.m. and 3.00 p.ra.- 

б. 00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 
630128. 

Martyrs* Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 

memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City, Amman. 
Opening hours 9.00 a. m. -4.00 pjn. 
Closed Saturdays. Tel. 664240. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


The Amman lam Chb. Meetings 

every first and third Wednesday at the 
Regency Palace hotel, 7:30 p m. 
Hobs PUaUpUi Dub. Meetings ev- 


ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hood, 7 JO p.m. 
FHMripH a Rtay Ckb. Meetings 
every Wednesday al the Holiday km, 
1:30 pjn. 

Rotary Qni>. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the I m tpr nrt MHi tj i Hotel, 23X1 
PJD. 

tUyal Automobile Cta Jabai Am- 
man. Eighth Girde. Tel. 816534, 
817534. 


CHURCHES 

St. Joaepb Chad (Roman Cafbofic) 
Jabai Amman. TeL 624590. 

Chat ell of the Aanactaln (Roman 
Catholic) Jabai Lnweibdeh, Tel. 
637440. 

Or Ja Safie Gbnreh (Roman Catholic) 
Jabai Hussein. TeL 661757. 
Tcmsanta Charch (Roman Cathofic), 
Jabai Lowdbdeh, mass in Italian lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday at 5 JO 
ml Tel: 622366 

Qmrdi of the Anaroriathm (Greek 
Orthodox) AbdaH Tel. 623541. 
Anglican Qmrdi (Church of tire Re- 
deemer) Jabai Amman, TeL 62S383. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafieh, 
TeL 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fiefa. TeL 775261. 

St. Ephraim Charch (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh, TeL 771751. 

Ataman Internationa! Chnrcfa (Inter- 
denonunatimul): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmefruri. TeL. 

EvuagtBca} Lutimaa Chad, Am- 
man. Arabic Service: Sunday 7*0 pjn. 
Rainbow Congregation, English Ser- 
vice: Saturday 6:30 p.m. Rev. N. Smir, 
Tel. 811295. 
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•4 -J» Fair 
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12:41 .. Dhuhr 
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BEIRUT (R) — Militiamen went 
on alert in east Beirut Saturday as 
thousands of Falangists mourned 
die death of Finance Minister and 
Former President C amill e Cha- 
moun, the last of the country's 
traditional leaders.. 

Falangist. “Lebanese Forces” 
gunmen armed with automatic 
rifles and grenade launchers 
threw a precautionary ring of 
steel around a solemn procession 
winding its way through the 
streets. 

Mr. Chamoun, revered by 
many Falangists but strongly 
opposed by opposition for his 
pro-Western views, suffered a 
fetal heart attack Friday, at the 
age of 87. 

_ Church bells rang out, militia- 
men fired Kalashnikov nfles sky- 
wards and women wailed out 
their grief as Mr. Chamoun's 
wooden coffin, draped in the 
Lebanese flag, was carried shoul- 
der-high from the hospital where 
he died to a local church. 

Senior army officers, swords 
drawn, provided a ceremonial 
guard as Mr. Chamoun lay in 
state and priests knelt in prayer. 

'Today a great man in Leba- 
non has fallen ... We do hereby 
pledge to follow his course,” said 
Beirut’s Bishop Khalil Abi Nader 


Irish diplomat 
who allegedly 
sold fake 
passports 
freed on bail 

DUBLIN, Ireland (AP) — An 
Irish diplomat wanted in Britain 
for the alleged sale of fake pass- 
ports was freed on bail by Dublin 
district court early Saturday fol- 
lowing his arrest by Irish police in 
the capital the previous night. 

Kevin McDonald, 37, was re- 
manded on bail of 9,000 Irish 
pounds ($12,780) and ordered to 
appear before the court again 
next Tuesday. He is alleged to 
have sold fake passports for up to 
£15,000 ($23,400) each to Li- 
byans, Iranians and Lebanese 
while working at the Irish embas- 
sy in London. 

If the court eventually decides 
to grant the extradition order 
sought by Britain, he will then 
have 15 days in which to appeal 
and legal proceedings after that 
could drag on for many months. 

Mr. McDonald’s lawyer, Elio 
Malocco, said Mr. McDonald 
would resist extradition on 
grounds that the alleged offenses 
were committed on Irish, not 
British, territory. Embassy pre- 
mises are regarded as the terri- 
tory of the nation occupying 
them. 

Saturday’s 40-minute pre-dawn 
court session, specially convened 
for Mr. McDonald's case, fol- 
lowed a day of confusion Friday 
over Britain’s attempts to initiate 
extradition proceedings against 
him. 

Dublin police sources, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity, 
said a British warrant issued Fri- 
day for Mr. McDonald's arrest 
contained factual and administra- 
tive errors. 


in his sermon. 

“We have lost a h&ro,” cried 
one tearful woman in the crowd 
of mourners beaded by Mr. Cha- 
moun's relatives, militia leaders, 
politicians and clergy. 

Mr. Chamoun was politically 
active until the last, opposing 
plans to give majority Muslims 
more say In government and re- 
jecting the influence of both Syria 
and Palestinians in the war-rack- 
ed nation's affairs. 

Police jeeps plastered with 
posters of the white-haired hunts- 
man and Anglophile patrolled the 
Christian sector of tne Lebanese 
capital as scores of wreaths were 
carried at the head .of the mile- 
long procession. 

Flags fluttered half-mast 
throughout the counfry at the 
start of a week of official mourn- 
ing as shops, schools and many 
business shut down in Falangist 
areas. 

Mr. Chamoun will be buried in 
his Shouf Mountain hometown of 
Deir Al Qamar Sunday. The area 
is controlled by the Druze-led 
militia headed by his long-stand- 
ing rival, Walid JunblatL 

Mr. Junblatt said be would 
allow the burial to go ahead at 
Deir Al Qamar, but he did not 
offer condolences to Mr. Cha- 


moun's family. 

Some opposition leaders ha 1 ** 
paid tribute to Mr. Chamoun’s 
stature in Lebanese political life 
despite their antipathy to his 
views. 

Acting Prime Minister Selim 
Hoss, a Sunni Muslim, said Fri- 
day: “Regardless of what we 
think or others think of his poli- 
cies, we all admit he had his 
important role.” 

One political observer told 
Reuters Mr. Chamoun was “tan- 
tamount to a safety pin as far as 
Falangist areas were concerned. 
He was listened to by various 
Christian factions and his stature 
helped hold them together.” 

Mr. Chamoun is believed to 
have acted as mediator between 
Lebanon's Falangist President, 
Amin Gemayel, and the right- 
wing Falangist militia leader 
Samir Geagea. 

The Sunni Grand Mufti of the 
Republic said: ‘The deceased 
was one of the big national men 
with political cunning and a lot of 
leadership qualities/* 

More than a dozen local news- 
papers- gave wide play to Mr. 
Chamoun's death and published 
pictures of him in all the phases of 
nis political career, which started 
in 1938. 


“Probably the sorrow of the 
I ebanese is that history does not 
produce such men anymore, 
independent An NsJiar newspap 
er said. 

As Safir, which has always 
attacked Mr. Chamoun's P c ” ,CT f s ’ 
said: “He was the biggest leader 
in Lebanon and the latest real 
one, even in the eyes of nis 
opponents and those who ha „ 
fought his pro-Western stance. 

Chamoun had a reputation for 
using both force and politics to 
achieve his goals of defending the 
Maronite community and did not 
hesitate to ask for military aid 
from the United States and 

Israel. , , , 

He was the first Falangist lead- 
er to oppose Syria’s political 
brokering in Lebanon and repe- 
atedly demanded the withdrawal 
of thousands of Syrian troops 
from Lebanon. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir praised Mr. Chamoun in 
a statement published Friday 
saying he was a “patriot" ana 
“the last of the Lebanese great.” 

Mr. Chamoun was “the last of 
the Lebanese great who was and 
is no longer,” Shamir said in the 
statement quoted by Israel’s 
state-owned television. 


Walsh bid to interview 4 Israelis rejected 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Israel 
won't allow independent counsel 
Lawrence Walsh to interview 
four Israelis involved in the arms- 
for- hostages deal despite assur- 
ances they probably wouldn't be 
charged, an Israeli diplomat has 
said. 

Oded Eran, deputy chief of 
mission at the Israeli embassy, 
said Mr. Walsh's office had told 
his government that it did not 
expect to bring criminal charges 
against the four Israelis. 

“They indicated they have no 
interest in them as other than 
witnesses,” Eran said. But “I am 
sure they have not committed 
themselves in any way.” 

The Israelis who helped trans- 
fer arms to Iran in 1985 “acted in 
this respect as emissaries of the 
state of Israel and therefore it is 
inconceivable that they will be 
questioned,” Eran said. 

The prosecutor's assurances 
were provided during extensive 
negotiations between Walsh’s 
office and the Israeli government 
that failed to produce an agree- 
ment to produce evidence for the 


investigation. 

There was no immediate com- 
ment from Mr. Walsh's office. 

Mr. Walsh's investigators want 
to interview David fumche, for- 
mer director general of 
the Israeli Foreign Ministry; 
U.S. -born arms dealer Al 
Schwimmer; arms dealer Yaacov 
Nimrodi; and Amiram Nir, an 
adviser on counterterrorism to 
the former Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres. 

Kimche, who helped initiate 
the first arms sales to Iran, was 
served with a grand-jury sub- 
poena when he visited New York 
on private business in May. He 
was allowed to return to Israel 
while the subpoena was being 
contested. 

Schwimmer, who Jias dual 
U.S. -Israeli citizenship, was 
served in Israel by U.S. consular 
officials. 

Chief Judge Aubrey E. Robin- 
son Jr. of U.S. district court in 
Washington has denied a motion 
by Israel to quash the subpoenas, 
according to a source familiar 
with the case who spoke on con- 


dition of anonymity. 

But Judge Robinson will de- 
cide whether Kimche and Sch- 
wimmer have privilege against 
answering some questions if they 
relate to their government ser- 
vice, the source said. 

Schwimmer is a close associate 
and adviser to Peres, who is now 
Israel's foreign minister. 

Mr. Walsh is expected to argue 
that Kimche and Schwimmer can 
legally be required to answer 
questions about conversations 
with Americans involved in the 
arms-for-hostages deal, such as 
Lt.-Col. Oliver North, and re- 
tired Air Force Maj.-Gen. 
Richard Secord. 

But Eran said all the Israelis 
who were inovled in the arms 
deals acted as emissaries of the 
government of Israel and can’t 
answer questions about any 
aspect of their involvement in the 
Iran-contra affair. 

“We have acted as a sovereign 
state and will continue to do so,” 
he said. 'There is a principal 
involved here. The principal is 
you talk to the state,” Eran said. 


Orthodox, secular Jews clash in Israel 


, TEL A VTV (AP) — Hundreds of 
ultra-orthodox and secular Jews 
have clashed near a movie theatre 
in Jerusalem, and police used tear 
gas to separate the two groups. 

The demonstration was oroken 
up with no serious injuries re- 
ported. Police arrested one secu- 
lar demonstrator. .- 

The incident began when a 
group of about 200 ultra-ortho- 
dox marched from the orthodox 
quarter of Mea Shearim to the 
Beit Agron theatre to protest the 
showing films on Friday night, 
which they consider a descreca- 
tion of the Sabbath. 

The orthodox men. dressed in 
blade suits and hats, were met by 
about 500 secular demonstrators, 
some organised by the Citizens 


Rights Movement, a liberal poli- 
tical party. They raised signs that 
read: “No to religious coercion” 
and “keep away the darkness." 

Fist fights broke out. Three 
ultra-orthodox demonstrators 
were seen bearing and kicking a 
woman photographer after she 
took a picture with a flash. They 
.in turn were beaten by secular 
demonstrators. 

Other fist fights erupted, and 
secular demonstrators, many 
dressed in shorts and T-shirts in 
the summer heat, chased the 
ultra-orthodox down a narrow 
ally before police arrived in vans 
and jeeps and fired burets of tear 
gas that scattered the crowd. 

Police also followed the uftra- 
ortbodox protesters down narrow 


alleyways and sprayed tear gas on 
the crowd without advance 
warning. 

It was the most violent con- 
frontation between secular and 
ultra-orthodox in recent years. 
Further demonstrations were 
scheduled Saturday, organisers 
said. 

Municipal authorities have said 
city regulations ban the showing 
of films on the Jewish Sabbath. 
One cinema centre reportedly 
stopped showing films on Friday 
and Saturday in response to the 
orthodox. 

Secular and religious groups 
are also at odds over a proposed 
municipal soccer stadium that the 
orthodox object to because it 
would host games on the Sab- 
bath. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Aha I nternational 
Airport Tel. (08) 53200-5. where it 
should always be vended. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN (RJ) 

FLIGHTS 

(Terminal 1) 

18:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

18:15 .. Cairo (RJ) 

18d0 - Kuwait (RJ) 

10*0 - Jeddah (RJ) 

lfcSS Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

L1.-80 Dubai. Abo Dhabi (RJ) 

17:25 London (RJ) 

UU30 — Cairo, Aqaba (RJ) 

I&50 — New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 
IMS Los Angeles. Chicago, Vienna 
(RJ) 

19*5 Brussels. Frankfurt (RJ) 

1938 — Madrid, Rome (RJ) 

2fc35 Paris. Geneva (RJ) 

20*5 Rhodes (add.) (RJ) 

08:55 Baghdad (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

•0*5 Berlin, Larnaca (IF) 

12.-99 Baghdad (IA) 


1145 Kuwait (LN) 

13:20 Cairo (MS) 

13d6 Jeddah (SV) 

13:46 Muscat. Abu Dhabi, Bahrain 

, (GF) 

14*5 Kuwait (KU) 

1*38 Dubai (EK) 

MS ........................ Athens (0 a) 

19:16 : Frankfurt (LH) 

99:45 Loudon, Cairo (BA) 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN (RJ) 

FLIGHTS 
(Terminal i) 

OfcM Aqaba (RJ) 

12:06 .......... Vienna, New York (RJ i 

12*0 Vienna. New York (add.) (Rjj 

1236 Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

13*0 Rhodes (add.) (RJ) 

2935 ..... Kuwait (RJ 

20*5 Dubai, Muscat RJ 

20e55 Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (RJ 

26*5 Baghdad (RJ 

21.-00 Larnaca (RJ 

22*0 Cairo (RJ 

2&JS Damascus IT 

22 £0 Kuala Lumpur, Singapore (RJ 
23*0 Bangkok RJ 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2} 


0*20 Frankfurt (LH) 

89*0 Damascus. Paris I AF 

•930 Beirut (ME 

1«30 Rome(AZ) 

1130 Larnaca, Berlin (IF 1 

1*00 Baghdad (LA 


14*8 Tripoli (LN) 

1*05 — ■ Cairo (MS) 

14*5 Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15*0 Jeddah (SV) 

1&35 Kuwait (KU) 

1530 Dubai (EK) 

1030 Athens (OA) 

30*0 Sana'a (LH) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Saturday rates 

Local scB/buy rates in IDs 

Belgian franc 88.2/ 89 J 

Dutch guilder 162.9/ 164.1 

French franc 54.9/ 55.4 

Italuui lira 25.3/ 25.7 

Japanese yen (for 100) 228/ 230.4 

Swedish crown 52.8/ S3.2 

Swiss franc 220.1/ 222.4 

U.K. sterling pound 541.7/ 547.4 

U.S. dollar 346.6/ 349.1 

W. German mark 183 1 104.8 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman eovernorate 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198. 199 

Gvil Defence Irfaid .... 271293.273131 

Civil Defence Ouwersmeh 770733 

Gvil Defence Deir Alla 57306 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

First aid - 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661 III 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192,621111.637777 

Police headquarters 639J4I 

Traffic police 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4. 624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport (03)53330/60 


GENERAL 


Jordan Television 773111/19 

Radio Jordan - 7741 1 1/19 

MinistryofTourism 642311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaints 661 176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Repair service 11 


WEATHER 


BnJktin supplied by lie Department of 
Meteorology. 

Even though slight decrease in 
temperature is expected, it wfll remain 
hoi, with northwesterly moderate 
winds. In Aqaba, it win be hot, with 
uorthcriy moderate winds. 

MinJmax. temp. 

Amman 29/37 

Aqaba 29/41 

Deserts -27/41 

Jordan Valley 27/40 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 40. Aqaba 44, Ajteun 37.4 (high- 
est of the season). Humkfiry readings: 
Amman 13 per cent. Aqua 18 per 
cent. 


HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J.Amu... 644281/6 
Akikh Maternity, J . Anm.... 642441/2 

Jabai Amman Maternity 642362 

Malbas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Stameisani .......... 664J71M 

Sh m e ts a n i Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845/65 

AJ-Muasncr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

ALAWi.Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

A|-Bashir,J. Ashrafieh ...... 775111/26 

Army.Marka — 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Ahmad O thin an 786384 

Dr. Mahmoud Al Disi 743345 

Dr. Nahil Al Maridi 615338 

Dr. Yabia AhduJ Rahim 736072 

Grand Arab pharmacy 62405 1 

Khaled pharmacy 66^149 

Shaldishir pharmacy 66Q495 

Al Jihad pharmacy 771547 

TAXIS: 

Abram taxi 663911 

Venecia taxi 644SK5 

Palestine taxi 671473 

Shmeisani taxi 665294 

Mcfayar taxi 644574 

841577 

Jordan Uxi 

844503 

» BID: 

Dr. Ahmad Bcshtawi 273925 

Halabi pharmacy fZj 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy [ ( ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Zuhair Nassar 983007 

Zartps pharmacy ( j 


MARKET PRICES 


Uppcrflowcr price in Tds per kg. 

Banana HD/EO 

Banana (Mtikammar) 270 / 220 

Beans - 220/160 

Cabbage 80/50 

Cam* 250 / 200 

Cauliflower. — 180/120 

Cucumbers 160 / I0Q 

Eggplant (large) 90/ 60 

Eggplant (small) 100/ 70 

Gmic - 800/700 

Crapes...... 260/200 

Lemon (yellow) 600 / 500 

Lemon (green) 320/260 


Mallow 50/ 30 

Marrow 150/ iqq 

Onion (dry) 140/100 

Orange 280/240 

Okra 320/260 

Psaches 850/750 

Pepper (bot)...„ 150/100 

Pepper (sweet) 150/100 

Plums 600 / 500 

Pmmo 220/160 

Raddish 120/ 90 

SWceimeton 100/ 70 

Tomatoes 80 / 50 

Watermelon 80/50 
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Voter card deadline set at Oct. 31 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Interior announced Saturday 
that Oct. ,31 Mill be the deadline 
for submitting: applications for 
obtaining voter cards for the par- 
liamentary elections in the coun- 
try. The three-month application 
process started Aug. 1. 


plication forms. 


The ministry's under-secretary. 
Ahmad A! Aqaileh, said that all 
arrangements have been made a; 
the Civil Registration Depart-, 
ment to fill the voters cards with 
information contained in the ap- 


Ue added that people whose 
names were crossed our from the 
voter lists during the contesting 
period because they had not reg- 
istered in their constituency can 
submit applications to the chair- 
man of the committee entrusted 
with revising voters lists in the 
concerned constituency. Evi- 
dence certifying these individuals 
live in the constituency will then 
be collected, in order to permit 
the voters to register their names 


in that constituency. 

Mr. Aqaileh called on citizens 
to apply for voters card as soon as 
possible. He stressed that nobody 
will be allowed to vote without 
this card. 

Ministry sources had earlier 
announced that nearly 912,000 


wave eases, slightly 


21 loans offered by IDB 


people registered their name for 
parliamentary elections at the 700 


AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 21 loans totalling to JD 715,000 
have been offered by the Industrial Development Bank (IDB) 
during the second quarter of 1987 to finance 21 industrial and 
tourist projects in the Kingdom. The new projects will provide job 
opportunities for a large number of people. 


parliamentary elections at the 700 
registration centres which opened 
in May. 

The new electoral law lowered 
the minimum voting ace from 20 
to 19. 


Tax collection methods to be improved 


Government employees with travel 
allowance have to pay for Aqaba stay 


AMMAN (J.T.) — - The Ministry of Finance has drawn up a 
national plan to improve tax collection methods, according to a 
report published Saturday in the local Arabic daily, A1 Dustour 
newspaper. The plan, the report said, came after a comprehensive 


survey conducted by the ministry on the present techniques of tax 
collection and assessment and after another study on the amount 


AMMAN (J.T.) - The heat 
wave, which has affected the east- 
ern Mediterranean region for the 
past week, has begun to ease. The 
Meteorological Department re- 
ported that the maximum 
temperature recorded in Amman 
Saturday was 40 degrees Celsius, 
down from 42 degrees Friday. 

The department's director. Dr. 
Ali Abanda. said that the desert 
regions and the Jordan Valley of 
Jordan reached 44-45 degrees Fri- 
day. while in Aqaba the tempera- 


tures were not as severe. 

Dr. Abanda said that, despite 
the gradual drop that is occurring, 
the eastern Mediterranean region 
will likely to receive additional 
heat waves until mid-September. 

He said that even very high 
regions in Jordan, like Ras Munif 
and Shobak in the south, have 
had very high temperatures dur- 
ing this heat wave and the one at 
the end of July. 

Both heat waves were caused 
bv the flow of hot air from the 


central Arabian peninsula to the 
north which affected high, rather 
than the low-lying areas. Dr. 
Abanda explained. 

He said that the recent heat 
wave started Wednesday and will 
continue into this week, keeping 
the temperatures exceptionally 
high day and night. 


Dr. Abanda said that the heat 
wave affected Syria. Turkey. 
Greece and Cyprus, in addition 
to Jordan. 


collection and assessment and after another study on the amount 
Of unpaid taxes and other fees over the past five years, amounting 
to several million dinars. 


Education teams to report next week 


Industrial estate to be built in Salt 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Zaid Rifai issued an official 
communique Saturday allowing 
government employees on official 
business to Aqaba to use gov- 
ernment-owned homes and fiats, 
provided they pay for their stay if 
they get transport and travel allo- 


for their stay if they do not 
receive transport and travel allo- 
wances for their slay away from 
home, provided they produce 
documents from their depart- 
ments or ministries to prove their 
status. 


should report on its work by Aug. 
31, so that a circular can be issued 
about the new measures to va- 
rious departments and ministries. 
According to the communique, 
the new measures will be put into 
force by Sept. 1, 1987. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan Industrial Estates Corporation 
(J(EC) will start work on an industrial estate in Salt at the 
beginning of 1988 with the aim of encouraging light and 
intermediate industries in the Balqa Govemorate, according to 
a report published Saturday in the local daily Sawt A1 Shaab 
newspaper. The total cost of the project, which* will accommodate 
60 factories, is estimated at JD 3 3 million. 


The communique said that rent 
should be paid in cash to the 
caretaker of government build- 
ings in the port city and a receipt 
will be issued. 

The communique exempted 
employees from paying any rent 


The communique said that a 
special committee will be set up 
to determine the amount of rent 
to be paid for staying in govern- 
ment-owned apartments. This 
committee will group representa- 
tives of the Ministry of Finance. 
General Budget Department and 
the Audit 'Department and 


The Prime Ministry’s com- 
munique said that the new 
arrangements were issued be- 
cause the 1981 law on transporta- 
tion and travel allowances does 
not include regulations covering 
the use of government-owned 
homes and then letting them to 
civil servants. 


Hungarian education group visits Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Thirty-one 
committees of educators collect- 
ing information about education 
in' Jordan and preparing for a 
general national conference later 
this month are due to submit their 
final reports to the Ministry of 
Education on their findings by 
next Saturday, according to 
ministry sources. 

They said that the final reports 
will bl- debated in a televised 
seminar scheduled for Aug. 20 to 


he attended by various educators 
and education specialists. A 
working paper will be compiled 
from tlte televised seminar to be 
submitted to the national educa- 
tional conference which will be 
held under royal patronage Aug. 
29. the sources added. 

The 31 committees, who group 
300 specialists, have been meet- 
ing at a number of centres in 
Amman to finalise iheir work. 

Minister of Education Thou- 


qyn Hindawi had said that the 
recommendations from the up- 
coming conference will serve as 
guidelines for the country's edu- 
cational strategy into the next 


century. 

The Ministry of Education ear- 
lier announced that His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
wifi attend part of the televised 
seminar which will be held just 
before the beginning of the 1987- 
1988 scholastic veaf. 


Road safety conference to be held 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Hungarian education delegation has 
arrived here on a 10-day visit to Jordan for talks on bilateral 
relations, according to a report published Saturday in the local 
Arabic daily AJ Dustour newspaper. The Hungarian delegation, 
led by the secretary general of the Hungarian Ministry of 
Education, will also visit Jordanian universities to discuss coop- 
eration. They will also hold talks with Ministry of Education 
officials on the possibility of setting up an Arab school in Hungary 
for the Arab community there. The guest delegation includes 
representatives of the nine Hungarian universities. 


U of J to accept graduate applications 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jorda- 
nian Society for the Prevention of 
Road Accidents (JSPRA) will 
hold a pan- Arab seminar on Nov. 
13 on measures to reduce road 
accidents. 

A JSPRA spokesman said that 
the three-day seminar will be held 
in cooperation with the Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
which supervises traffic and pro- 


vides security for the roads. 

The seminar will review the 
problem of road accidents in the 
Arab World and will discuss steps 
and techniques to deal with the 
problem in each country, the 
spokesman said. 


He added that the participants 
will examine proposals to help 
reduce road accidents and discuss 


exchanging expertise and in- 
formation. 

The participants who represent 
institutions "and agencies con- 
cerned with road accidents in 
Arab countries will discuss public 
information programmes on road 
safety, legal aspects of road safe- 
ty. and medical and first aid 
procedures for road accident vic- 
tims. 


Beirut students to take exams in Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — End of the year examinations for students of 
Beirut Arab University (BAU) will be held at the University of 
Jordan Monday, according to university sources. They said that 
the examinations, which will last two weeks, will be token by 
4,000 students, studying commerce, humanities, and law. Dr. 
Mohammad Abdul Rahim, president of BAU, has arrived in 
Amman to supervise the examination session. BAU students 
started taking their examinations in Amman following the 
outbreak of the dvil war in Lebanon. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Universi- 
ty of Jordan will begin accepting 
applications Monday from stu- 
dents for post-gradual e study in 
five specialisations. 

A university spokesman said 
that applies nts" can select one of 
the following subjects for study: 
documentation and library scien- 
ce, school management, educa- 
tion, translation, and Koranic 
studies. 

According to the spokesman. 


Meanwhile. 28 Dost offices 
around the Kingdom started 
accepting applications Saturday 
for enrolment at various Jorda- 
nian universities from students 
who wili not be charged any fees, 
in accordance with a Royal De- 
cree. This category of students 
has been exempted from paying 
university fees because they are 
sons and daughters of veteran 


applicants should hold a B.A. or 
B.Sc. from the University of Jor- 


dan or any other university recog- 
nised by tile university and should 
produce photocopies of the de- 
grees and other supportive docu- 
ments. 


army personnel. 

The process of accepting ap- 
plications from these students will 
continue this coming Friday, 
according to the Jordan News 
Agency/ Petra. 

Post* offices were earlier open 
for accepting applications by any 
students wishing to enrol at 


Jordanian universities. 

The process, which was carried 
out after the announcement of 
the results of tawjihr examina- 
tions. ended Aug. 3. 

According to 'sources at the 
University of Jordan and Yar- 
mouk University, nearly 14,000 
students have applied to enrol in 
various faculties. But. the sources 
said that only 7,000 will be 
accepted at the University of Jor- 
dan. Yarmouk University and the 
Jordan University of Science and 
Technology ( JUST f in the com- 
ing academic year. Mu'ta Uni- 
versity announced earlier that 
altogether 700 students will be 
accepted in its military and civi- 
lian wines. 


Body guard training part 
of new PSD programme 


. 

• 


b-;/; 


Cultural panel proposes holding 


of Arab folk week in August 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Public 
Security Department (PSD) is 
modernising its various services 
and providing advanced training 
to its personnel to better cope 
with the social development and 
security requirements. PSD 
Director General Abdul Hadi . 
Majali said Saturday. 


mes and plans for development, 
he said. 


Colonel Mohammad Bassoul, 
director of the police academy 
where the officers will take their 
10-day course, said that the parti- 
..cipants will hear jectures about 
the duties of police officers and 


Lt.-Gen. Majali. who: t was 
addressing the opening session of 
a body guard training course for 
police' officers said that the PSD 
wants to select the right people to 
train as police to help promote 
the work of the PSD’s depart- 
ments in the country. 


bodyguards. The lectures will in- 
clude providing protection to dis- 
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The body guard training course 
is part of th’e'PSD’s new pro era in- 


clude providing protection to dis-. 
tinguished guests and leaders 
attending conferences. Also the 
trainees will learn about sup- 
plying information about tourism 
and archaeological sites in the 
Kingdom. 

He said that the trainees will 
also undergo special military 
training in the use of fire arms. 




AMMAN (J.T.) — A pan- Arab 
cultural meeting held at the 
ancient city of Carthage in Tuni- 
sia has recommended that the last 
week in August every year should 
be observed as a national folk 
week in which Arab citizens 
should display their national cos- 
^ttimes, according to. Mr. Abdul 
jirtyfiz Abu Qaoud. chairman of. 
the National . Jordanian. .Folk 
Academv. 


and cultural heritage. Mr. Abu 
Qaoud said. 

The meeting, he added, called 
on Arab universities to give more 
attention to Arab cultural and 
folklore activities and to spread 
awareness about Arab heritage. 

• Mr. Abu Qaoud. who led Jor- 


dan's delegation to the meeting, 
said that he held talks wirh heads 






Public Security Department (PSD) Director Gener- 
al Abdul Hadi Majali addresses participants in a 


special training course for body guards, 
by the PSD (Petra photo). 


sponsored 


He said that Jordan has called 
on the meeting which ended last 
week to establish a pan-Arab 
folklore academy. The meeting 
recommended that Arab coun- 
tries hold seminars to discuss 
Arab folklore and to issue regula- 
tions for safeguarding Arab' folk 


of other delegations abotifcoop- 
eration between the Jordanian 
academ> and other academies in 
the Arab World. 


Delegations representing Jor- 
dan. Tunisia. Saudi Arabia. 
Algeria. Eg} pi and Wes t Ger- 
many. took part in the meeting 
which was organised by the Tunf- 
sijn Ministrv' of Culture. 


The meeting was held in the 
ancient city as the International 
Carthage Cultural Festival was 
taking place. 

Jordan participated in the fes- 
tival through the performances of 
the Fuhals Heritage Revival 
Group, which also performed at 
the Jerash Festival of Culture and 
Arts last month. 

. The 34-member Fuhais group 
gave a total of six performances 
over six days, presenting, among 
other things. Andalusian melo- 
dies. reminiscent of the past glory 
of Arab civilisation. 


The group, all amateurs aged 
7 to 27. was established four 


'll to 27. was established four 
years ago and has been participat- 
ine in the Jerash festivals since 
|ys4. 


3 Kuwaiti tankers slip 
through Strait of Hormuz 


Khamenei warns French navy I French loan allocated 


Panel to discuss computers 


(Continued from page 1) 


(Continued from page 1) 


bring its 960-kilometre voyage to 
an end off Kuwait by late Sunday 
or early Monday. 

The convoy appeared to be 
employing the same tactic as that 
used after the first convoy of 
U.S.-flagged Kuwaiti tankers 
sailed through the Gulf last 
month and one of them hit a 
mine. A tanker was leading be- 
cause it would suffer less serious 
damage from a mine than a 
warship. 

But the Sea Isle City weighs 
about a fifth the size* of the 
Bridgeton, the supertanker holed 
by a mine and still in Kuwait. 

Agents of the three tankers 
said they had loaded enough 
food, water and other supplies on 
the ships to last for six months. 

Shipping sources said the con- 
voy observed radio silence when 
it left its anchorage off Kiior 
Fakkan in the UAE /‘Their lights 
were off and radios down when 
they sailed," one source told 
Reuters. 

it began its voyage after U.S. 
Defence Department officials in 
Washington said the convoy “is 
being delayed and probably will 
not be run until late next week at 
the earliest." 

They said that the convoy was 
awaiting the arrival in the Gulf of 
the light carrier Guadalcanal, car- 
rying eight mine-hunting helicop- 
ters. 

Diplomatic sources, noting that 
the tankers involved in the latest 
convoy were relatively small, said 
they would not necessarily have- 
to sail through the narrow deep- 
water channel off Iran's Farsi 
Island in the northern Gulf where 
the Bridgeton was holed. 

U.S. officials believe more 
mines may be moored to the 
seabed in the channel. 

“These tankers have Jots of 
flexibility. They have lots of 
choice of routes,” one Western 
diplomat said. 

He said the U.S. navy would 
nevertheless be searching for 
mines along the convoy’s "route 
with mine-hunting equipment it 
already has in the region. 

The American navv’s mine- 


ship Gulf Task Force has sonar 
mine-hunting equipment used 
from ship-based helicopters but it 
is not as effective as the Sea 
Stallion helicopters now on their 
way from Diego Garcia, the 
sources said. 

Shipping sources said the 
Bridgeton, now anchored partial- 
ly loaded off Kuwait with a gash 
in its hull, would probably have a 
separate escort back down the 
Gulf. 


It is due to discharge 230,000 
tonnes of crude oil to customers 
just outside the Gulf off the 
United Arab Emirates before 
going to Dubai drydock for re- 
pairs. 


A Kuwaiti shipping source, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said earlier that minesweep- 
ing was not crucial to the convoy 
because neither the emptv tank- 
ers nor the warships woufd need 
to use the Farsi Channel, where 
the Bridgeton was holed. 


The channel runs near tiny 
Farsi Island, about 200 
kilometres off Kuwait and some- 
times used by Iran to stage 
attacks on Gulf shipping. U.S. 
officials believe Iranians planted 
the mine that damaged the 
Bridgeton. 

The current convoy includes 
the 46,723-tonne Gas King, a 
liquefied gas carrier, and the oil 
products tankers Sea Isle City, 
81.283 tonnes and Ocean City, 
79,999 tonnes. Another six of 
Kuwait’s 21-ship tanker fleet are 
ultimately slated for registering 
under the U-S. flag. 

Iran accuses Kuwait of helping 
Iraq in the war that has raged for 
nearly seven years and resulted in 
attacks on more than 330 ships In 
Gulf waters. 


bands.” 

“Die IRGC speedboats made 
clear the vulnerability of Amer- 
ican ships to attack,” Tehran 
Radio said Saturday. ‘They were 
able to come close between the 
ships easily and, after carrying 
out various successful reconnaiss- 
ance operations, returned to 
base.” 

The Martyrdom exercises also 
featured hundreds of boats fitted 
with recoilles5 cannon, missiles, 
radar, anti-aircraft missiles and 
guns, frogmen and commando 
attacks and the first submarine 
built by the LRGC, the radio said. 

President Khamenei said the 
IRGC made a shore-to-ship mis- 
sile which he saw test-fired on 
Thursday as well as ground-to-air 
missiles which were also tested. 

“The shore-to-sea missile that 
was fired at imaginary targets is 
the most unique missile in the 
world,” the radio quoted him as 
saying. 

U.S. officials believe Iran has 
installed Chinese-made Silkworm 
shore-to-ship missiles at the Strait 
of Hormuz at the mouth of the 
Gulf and say they pose a major 
threat to foreign shipping (See 
page 2). 

The exercises were the first 
held jointly by the IRGC ground, 
naval and air wings since Iranian 
leader Ayatollah Rubollah 
Khomeini authorised the guards 
to diversify from a purely infantry 
role two years ago. 

The radio said the exercises 
were held not only around islands 
in the Strait of Hormuz but also 


a week ago, Tehran Radio re- 
ported. 

The radio quoted Mr. Khal- 
khali as saying that stones, blocks 
of cement and one metre long 
iron bars were also thrown at the 
Iranians. Tear-gas then aggra- 
vated injuries, the cleric said. 

Mr. Khalkhali spoke after the 
return on Saturday of the first 
normal flighty bringing pilgrims 
home from Mecca. He said Oma- 
ni and North Yemeni soldiers and 
commandos, deployed all over 
the Holy City, were “harassing" 
I ranians . 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Allocations 
have been made from the FF 200 
million ($32.7 million) remaining 
from a French government loan, 
according to a report in Middle 
East Economic Digest. 

The FF 660 million ($108 mil- 
lion) loan was signed in 1985 and 
was to have expired in October 
1986; it has now been extended 
for one year. 

The funds are available for 
concessionary loans to projects 
using French equipment. 


The schemes singled out are: 
— equipping a public hospital in 
Tafileh, for which bids were in- 
vited in June. 


— setting up an automated letter 
sorting office in Amman, for 
which France’s Sofrepost is pre- 
paring designs. 

— training Telecommunications 
Corporation (TCC) employees in 
the use of French equipment. 

The TCC has already received 
some money from the iyS5 loan. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A three-day 
symposium on the transfer of 
computer technology will be held 
in the University of Jordan in 
November. The’ symposium is 
organised by the Jordanian En- 
gineers Association (JEA) in 
cooperation with the Paris-based 
World Federation of Engineering 
Organisations. 

A JEA. spokesman said that a 


large number of specialists in 
computer engineering, and com- 
puter industries will take part in 
the symposium to discuss subjects 
pertaining to the production of 
computer programmes, develop- 
ing computer work to suit nation- 
al needs, maintaining computer 
equipment, and manufacturing 
and assembling components. 


Two special flights have 
already brought 108 bodies and 
60 wounded to Tehran. 

Iran claims 600 of its pilgrims 
were killed or went missing dur- 
ing the clashes on July 31, which 
it said were “masterminded” by 
the United States. 


Saudi Arabia says 275 Iranians 
were among 402 people who 
died, mostly trampled underfoot, 
when an Iranian anti-American 
demonstration got out of hand 
near the Grand Mosque. 
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Saudi Arabia denies any shoot- 
ing took place, but Mr. Khalkhali 
contended that said more than 
50,000 rounds were fired. 

"The procession, like for pre- 
vious prayers, was undertaken 
with Saudi approval. The Saudis 
then wanted to impose limitations 
on the ceremonies,” said Mr. 
Khalkhali, who made his name as 
a controversial judge in the years 
after Iran’s 19/9 revolution. 
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Drink & Dine 

in on atmosphere of affordable 
luxury and privacy... 
Supple m e n ted 
by piano playing at its best 
at the... 


your b° oW! 


Dom 


along Iran’s northern Gulf shores 
and tne coast of the Sea of Oman. 


Although most ships have been 
attacked elsewhere in Gulf wa- 
ters, U.S. officials have described 
the Strait of Hormuz and its 
missile batteries as perhaps the 
most worrisome area. The 
Chinese-built Silkworm missiles 


It contended that a build-up of 
U.S, British and French naval 
forces near the Gulf was to pre- 
pare for a new version of the joint 
British, French and Israeli attack 
on Egypt in 1956. 

This time, it charged, the ob- 
ject was to defend “Shah Fahd," 
a reference to King Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia. 

Meanwhile, Iranian Parliamen- 


Saudi Arabia said the Iranian 
charges that its security forces 
fired 50,000 bullets at Iranian 
pilgrims in Mecca were "lies DO 
sensible man could believe.” 

An official statement, carried 
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by the Saudi Press Agency 
(SPA), said: "The Saudi Interior 
Ministry categorically denies 
these false accusations.” 

The Saudi statement said Mr. 
Khalkhali’s “improper accusa- 
tions” were "lies that no sensible 
man could believe.” 
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have a range about 80 kilometres, 
capable of hitting a ship almost 


tary Deputy Sadeq Khalkhali 
claimed that Saudi Arabian 


anywhere within the 180- 
kilometre passage. 


claimed that Saudi Arabian 
security forces fired 50,000 bul- 
lets at Iranian pilgrims during 
dashes in the Holy City of Mecca 


It also denied Iranian claims 
that the Saudi authorities delayed 
the return of the Iranian dead to 
Iran or hampered efforts to pro- 
vide medical care for the 
wounded. 
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Undermining peace prospects 

THE Jordanian complaint made this week to the United 
Nations over Israel’s government-sponsored excavation be- 
neath an ancient Islamic site in Jerusalem was the latest in a 
series of protests made to the world body over the Jewish 
state’s arbitrary practices in the Holy City and elsewhere in the 
occupied West Bank. In the latest complaint. Jordan pointed 
out that the 700-year-old Madrasah Tankiziyah, the most 
important Islamic heritage building in Jerusalem after tfie A1 
Aqsa Mosque, has been seriously damaged by the digging of a 
tunnel underneath it by the Israeli occupation army which has 
used it as its headquarters since 1969 after expelling Islamic 
scholars from the site. The ancient b adding, which also used to 
serve as an Islamic supreme court, is one of the oldest Islamic 
landmarks in Jerusalem and is therefore dear not only to 
Jordan bnt also to the entire Muslim world. That in itself 
should act as motivation for the world Islamic commnnity to 
move as a joint force and put an end to the Israeli moves #med 
at wrecking the building. We hope that the entire Muslim 
world wOl realise the significance of Jordan’s efforts 111 the 
world arena to put an end to Israel’s assault oo Islamic holy 
shrines in Jerusalem and the occupied West Bank and rally 
itself behind the Kingdom and pose a formidable force against 
the Jewish state’s endeavours and ambitions in the area. 

Quite literally, the Israeli excavations beneath Islamic 
religious sites in the occupied territories are also di g gin g away 
at hopes for an eventual Arab-Israeli peace. On the one side, 
Israeli leaders are talking about arriving at a peace settlement 
with the Arabs while on the other hand the Jewish* state's 
government is busy trying to obliterate as much as possible of 
file Arab and Islamic identity cf Jerusalem and the occupied 
territories. The Israeli actions leave little room for doubt that 
all the diggings and “archaeological” work around Islamic 
holy sites, the A1 Aqsa Mosque included, are part of the Jewish 
state’s grand designs to Judaise the area under occupation. 

Those who are leading the so-called Israeli drive for peace 
with the Arabs should realise that their government's actions 
could seriously set back prospects for Arab-Israeli coexistence, 
and that no Muslim would ever forgive them for destroying 
Islam’s holy shrines. ‘ 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra 7: U.S. seeking murky waters 


MEMBERS of the U.S. Coneress are furious because Arab Gulf 
states have turned down Washington's request to establish land 
bases for American forces on their" territory. A Democrat has urged 
the Reagan administration to withdraw its naval fleets from the Gulf 
lest the United States will find itself involved in a new conflict. The 
United States, after failing to persuade its NATO allies to join its 
fleet in the Gulf, is now finding itself in a dilemma at home and faces 
the prospect of confronting hostile forces in the Gulf. The NATO 
allies have all said that they prefer quiet diplomacy to a show of force 
in the Gulf to defuse the situation there; U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz has strongly defended the American administration's 
policies in the Gulf and said that the U.S. presence there should be 
cause for optimism. Despite this American stand and the. fury of 
members of the U.S. Congress the Gulf states should adhere to their 
position of denying the U.S. any land bases on their territory. These 
events once again expose the United States as being involved in the 
issue not as a manifestation of its credibility and its intention to end the 
Gulf war. It rather shows clearly Washington’s interest in exploiting 
the Gulf situation in a manner that might help it impose its hegeirfony 
on the whole area. 

Al Dustour: Kuwait as venue for talks 


TUNISIA has called for an immediate meeting of the Arab League 
Council at the foreign ministers level, a move that has great 
signifirance to the joint Arab stand. Tunisia said in its call that the 
council should hold its meeting in Kuwait, which is now facing a 
hostile campaign by Iran designed to destabilise the Gulf state and 
blackmail the Kuwaiti leaders forcing them to stop supporting Iraq in 
its war against Iran. A favourable response to this call is bound to 
help the Arab League to regain its credibility and its functioning 
power. SDeriallv if the meeting comes now while raaior world nations 
were offering Kuwait protection. The Arab League should* not 
stand by doing nothing in the face of Iran’s threats to Kuwait and 
foreign powers' offer to provide protection to Kuwaiti oil tankers. It 
is indeed a very distressing situation to watch the Kuwaiti brothers 
facing threats of sufferings at the hand of the common enemy while 
Arab countries stand idly by. A meeting in Kuwait represents a new 
endeavour to rally the Arab countries together in the face of the 
common threat and a response to the Iranian challenge. We view the 
Tunisian call as a worthwhile initiative paving the way for an allout 
discussion of the ongoing Gulf conflict. A meeting of Arab foreign 
ministers in Kuwait would embody the meaning of solidarity among 
Arab countries and a readiness for launching joint action in the face 
of common threats. 

SawtAI Shaab: U.S. and its vested interests 


IT has become clear now that Iran's continued threats and the 
world’s major powers' manoeuvres in the Gulf waters are not 
designed ro bring an end to the Gulf conflict. These moves are dearly 
designed to exploit the situation and the seven-year-old war. The 
United States, which has amassed 36 naval units and 15,000 Marines 
in the Gulf, is only concerned about safeguarding Western interests. 
U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Richard Murphy expressed 
Washington’s stand when he stated that the United States presence in 
the Gulf aims at deterring Iran from committing hostile activity 
against the West and the U.S. was there to protect Western interests. 
The United States and its Western allies are mainly interested in 
protecting their interests and keeping the Soviet Union away from 
the Gulf at any cost. They are not really interested in stopping the 
war that has caused so much suffering and destruction. The U.S. 
concept is therefore totally different from that of the United Nations 
and does not conform to the U.N. Security Council resolution which 
called for an end to the Gulf war. The United States, which seeks to 
protect its own interests, hats been urging Kuwait and other Gulf 
states to grant it bases on their temtory. Iran for its part continues to 
issue threats to the Gulf countries and so helping to create more 
tension and inviting the United States to maintain its presence in the 
region. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Silence may be divine, but not always 


SCHOOL textbooks describe water as a liquid that has no colour, 
or taste or smell. If this scientific definition is still valid, the 
population of Amman were, for quite some time, drinking 
something that could not,"by definition, be railed water. The liquid 
that was pumped to their homes for domestic use did have an ugly 
colour, a bad taste and an unpleasant smell that caused wide-spread 
resentment. 

Finally came the technical reports to indicate once more that the 
so-called water carried deadly dangers, prominent among them 
cancer. Bilherzia and anclestoma. All this happened at the midst of 
official declarations printed by the press in bold letters assuring 
every one that the water was absolutely safe. The purpose of the 
announcement was to cover up the problem and avert responsibility 
but in the process it prevented the innocent people of Amman from 
taking necessary precautions to avoid or minimise the risk. The 
Ministry of Health maintained its silence to make the point that it 
does not interfere in something that is none of its business, namely 
the people’s health. 

Water is no more channelled from KingTalal Dam to the East Al 
Ghoe Canal, and the polluted water is no more pumped from the 
Deir Alla project to the reservoirs of Amman. Therefore the 
people of Amman are again drinking relatively clean water from 
the old wells around Amman. There is no more a reason to be 
afraid of pollution and we are at last able to discuss the subject from 
all its angles, and derive the necessary lessons free of fear of 


creating more fear and panic. 

First we should point out that, the whole episode had no element 
of surprise. Since the birth of the idea of the Deir Alla project, loud 
voices were warning against the inevitable consequences. Labora- 
tory analysis established early that the uncovered water of the East 
Ghor Canal was poisonous beyond acceptable international stan- 
dards anfiPthe purifying processess were not designed to deal with 
such imparities. That was the position adopted by the director of 
the Jordai Water Authority at the time. 

Unfortunately, the process of decision-making was and is still 
wanting. The opposing points of view had no opportunity or 
mechanism to block, correct or influence a wrong policy. The result 
was the implementation of the Deir Alla project to pump water to 
Amman from the East Ghor Canal at a cost in excess of JD 65 
million. The project is now abandoned and must be written off. The 
new-found water of Mukheibeh wells should not have been 
channelled through tb6 East Ghor Canal from the financial, health 
and strategic points of view, although it was feasible from an 
engineering point of view.' 

Now that the mistake, whicb did cost $200 million in external 
debt, is brought to the open, die health hazards cannot be 
evaluated at fins time — heads had to roll as a price for mistakes 
and stubbornness. 

The resignation of the heads of the Jordan Valley Authority 


(JVA) and the Water Authority of Jordan fWAJ) . ct 

sufficient response. Neither of them initiated the P J 

but they inherited it. It is not also quite fair to treat bo 
equally as they represented two opposing technical P 01 ^ , , -1 

The JVA director believed in the project and defended 
vigorously, while the director of WAJ was sceptical 0 ^' d 
take delivery' of the project until he was compelled to do . 
government decision. Nevertheless, the WAJ director of 
made the mistake of assuring everyone that the 
was completely safe, thinking that troth was not in tne Desi mi 
of the people. 

Perhaps it is not too late to arrange some televised hearings to 
determine the farts and establish responsibility after listening to :n 
testimonies of the experts and those responsible for 
implementing the project. This may be the only aV, |^ 
overcome the problem, prevent the repetition and confirm accoun 

lability. 

The “Watergate” affair was worth more attention by the media. 
Except for the investigative report of the Jordan Times on last 
Sunday, our media all but neglected the problem and left it to 
irresponsible rumours to either overstate or understate the affair. 

It is worth mentioning that the discussion of a scandal in the open 
restores the public confidence while a blackout would have an 
opposite effect. 
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Mecca violence seen to 
cramp diplomacy and 
open road to violence 


By Michael Battye 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Bloody 
dashes in the Holy City of Mecca 
have overshadowed diplomatic 
efforts to end the Gulf war and 
raise dramatically the chances of 
violence sweeping through the 
region, private U.S. analysts say. 

They say the Iranian demon- 
strations that sparked the vio- 
lence in Saudi Arabia appeared 
to stem from a power struggle in 
Tehran which hardliners could be 
winning. 

If the dominance of hardliners 
who believe in exporting Iran’s 
fundamentalist Islamic revolution 
was anything more than tempor- 
ary then the future would be 
bleak, they said. 

“It could even be that if the 
Iranians are desperate, they 
would try to bring the whole 
house down with them,” said 
Shireen Hunter of the Centre for 
Strategic and International Stu- 
dies (CS1S), a private research 
organisation. 

Hunter, a former Iranian diplo- 
mat, and other experts said hard- 
liners seemed to have taken the 


upper hand in Tehran after 
Washington’s Iran arms scandal/ 
the U.S: decision to protect 
Kuwaiti shipping in the GuJf and . 
a U.N. Security Council order for 
a ceasefire in Tehran’s seven- 
year-oki war with Iraq. 

TboSe events undercut argu- 
ments by relative pragmatists in 
Iran that relations could be im- 
proved with the outside world, 
including the United States, be- 
cause they reinforced hardline 
arguments that the world is 
against Tehran, they said. 

The analysts said they had little 
doubt Tehran hardliners ordered 
the demonstrations in Mecca last 
Friday, in which Saudi authorities 
said 402 people were killed, 275 
of them Iranians. Tehran claimed 
600 Iranians were killed or mis- 
sing. 

That violence, and the explo- 
sion of four bombs on Aug. 3 in 
Tunisia where pro-Iranian Shiite 
fundamentalists were the object 
of a police crackdown, could be 
pointers to the future, they said. 

“Thfc could be a really impor- 
tant juncture. Passions have to be 
cooled down very quickly, or 
anything could happen,” said 
Robin Wright of the private Car- 
negie Endowment for Interna- 
tional Peace. 

She said the dominance of 
hardliners in Tehran was illus- 
trated by Parliamentary Speaker 
Alt Akbar Hasbemi Rafsanjani. a 
relative pragmatist, issuing belli- 
cose statements only days after 


saying publicly there were ways 
to improve relations with the 
outside world. 

“For the short term, at least, 
people like Rafsanjani cannot say 
anything moderate,” she said. 
“That means that in the short 
term, the door is closed decisively 
on diplomatic efforts to end the 
war.” 

Iranian hardliners like Presi- 
dent Ali Khamenei condemned 
last month's U.N. ceasefire order 
but did not reject it formally, 
keeping hopes alive that diploma- 
cy had a chance. 

“Diplomacy, at this point, is 
not very important. Tne only 
thing that might come out of this 
is that the current atmosphere 
would create a climate for a 
second (U.N.) resolution,” said 
Hunter. 

The U.N. ceasefire order pro- 
vided for the possibility of further 
measures — which to Washington 
means an arms embargo — 
against any party refusing to 
accept it. Iraq said it would 
observe a ceasefire if Tehran did. 

To Iran, it was part of a U.S. 
plot that included Washington's 
now heavy naval presence m the 
Gulf to protect Kuwaiti shipping, 
targetted by Tehran because of 
the emirate’s support of Iraq, 
"and the Mecca bloodletting. 

President Reagan’s contacts 
with so-called moderates in 
Tehran exploded last November 
when it was disclosed the White 
House had tried to swap American 
weapons for U.S. hostages held 
by pro-Iranian extremist groups 
in Lebanon. 

Any thoughts of a U.S.-Iranian 
rapprochement were swept away 
by Americans scandalised that 
the United States should have 
dealt with the nation they regard 
as a terrorist foe. As the arms 
scandal unfolded, the administra- 
tion adopted a tough public anti- 
Iranian stance over the Gulf. 

State Department spokesman 
Charles Redman rejected 
Tehran’s plot accusation as base- 
less and accused it of using the 
Mecca violence to inflame pas- 
sions and destabilise the region. 

He said U.S. officials abroad 
were taking appropriate mea- 
sures against potential attacks, 
but would not discuss them. 

The comments appeared to re- 
flect U.S. fears of a spate of 
Iranian-inspired attacks against 
U.S. targets and the Gulf states, 
where the majority of people are 
Sunni. 

But officials here will not dis- 
cuss what Washington would do 
in retaliation if such attacks took 
place. 


Brazil wrestles with the 
making of a constitution 


By Stephen Powell 

Reuter 

BRASILIA — Imagine a land of 
continental dimensions, with 
primitive tribes deep in the rain- 
forests and a skyscraping econo- 
mic capital teeming with 16 mil- 
lion souls. 

It is the fifth biggest country in 
the world, yet land hunger is an 
urgent problem. It has the eighth 
largestmarket economy, yet most 
of the population lives in poverty. 

Now imagine writing a con- 
stitution to satisfy the demands of 
such a hybrid nation. Five-hun- 
dred and fifty-nine Brazilian 
legislators are doing just this and 
it is not proving easy. 

“There doesn’t exist a more 
complex society than Brazil,” said 
Severe Gomes, an alert, diminu- 
tive senator who is one of the 
country's leading politicians. 

“We are living in a society 
where you have some ex- 
tremely modern sectors and also 
Indians living in the stone age. 
The whole of human history is 
here.” 

The legislators began their task 
in February and hope to complete 
it by December. The hard politic- 


al battles lie ahead, but the lob- 
byists are already here in force. 

“I’ve been told that there are 
about 1,500 lobbyists in town," 
said a diplomat. 

They are fighting for the in- 
terests of multinational corpora- 
tions, labour, the air force, the 
landless, landowners, evangelic- 
als, women, abandoned children, 
homosexuals and many other 
groups. 

Lobbying techniques vary. The 
air force has used the presidential 
Boeing 737 more than once to 
take politicians and their families 
on excursions to the northeast 
resort of Natal. 

Foreign embassies have joined 
the fray, making representations 
about constitutional proposals 
which they consider nationalistic 
and restrictive, trying to ensure 
that Brazil does not close too 
many sectors of its economy. 

In the early political skirmishes 
over the constitution, both left 
and right have scored victories. 
As a result, the 496-article first 
draft, prepared by committees 
and now to be debated by the 
plenary assembly, is an amalgam 
of left-wing and conservative 
thinking. 



■z - 


Peace for Sri Lankan president in twilight of his years 


By Jose Katigbak 

Reuter 

COLOMBO — Sri Eanka’s 
octogenarian president may have 
ensured peace in his lifetime but 
opponents question if it will last 
beyond that. 


Iimius Jayewardene who cele- 
‘ day 

17, capped nearly 50 years in 


brates his 81st birthday on Sept. 


politics with his most audacious 
gamble: an agreement with India 
ending four years of fighting be- 
tween minority Tamils and 
Sinhalese. 

The accord calls for the merger 
into a single administrative unit 
of Tamil-dbminatcd northern 
province wth the" eastern pro- 
vince where Tamils are outnum- 
bered by Sinhalese and Muslims. 
A referendum is to be held in the 
eastern province after IS year to 
ratify the merger. 

Jayewardene's opponents de- 
scribe the pact with Indian Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi as “a com- 
plete sell-out." His supporters 
think he and Gandhi should be 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Jayewardene has said he would 
campaign actively to persuade 
people in the east to vote against 
the merger, adding: “I have nd 
doubt about the results of? the 
referendum." 

Diplomats said that despite his 
^ , 



optimism, there was some uncer- 
tainty about the outcome of the 
vote and this, added to Sinhalese 
protests over the “partition” of 
the island, placed heavy strains 
on long-term prospects for peace. 

At least 74 people were killed 
in Colombo and other areas in 
the south in protest riots said by 
the government to have been 
iastigated by the banned Marxist 
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna 
(JVP). or People's Liberation 
Front, which draws its strength 
from Sinhalese chauvinists. 

To guard against similar out- 
bursts the government has rede- 


ployed its forces in the south, 
virtually abdicating its military 
role in the north and east to 
Indian troops senrto the island as 
part of the peace agreement. ’ 

JVP launched an abortive 
attempt to topple the government 
of Prime Minister Sirima Banda r- 
anaike in 1971 and about 10,000 
people were killed. It was held 
responsible for anti-Tamil riots 
that swept the island in July 1983. 

Police report that in the past 10 
days JVP militants have stolen 
about 140 guns in raids on shops 
and isolated police outposts. 

Jayewardene is mending fences 
with government backbenchers to 
ensure the 172-seat parliament 
ratifies the peace accord by the 
necessary two-thirds majority. 

His United National Party 
holds 144 seats but it is by no 
means sure all party members will 
support the agreement. Many are 
under pressure from the Buddhist 
clergy to reject it. 

Buddhist monks oppose the 
accord on the grounds that it 
would harm Sinhalese interests as 
well as Buddhism, which enjoys 
special privileges here. 

Finance Minister Ronnie de 
Mel, one of the president's 
strongest supporters, is optimis- 
tic. “I have no doubt the govern- 
ment parliamentary group will 
back the peace accord almost to a 


man,” he told Reuters in an 
interview. - 

He admitted he was openly y 
courting Buddhist monks and had 
“suggested cheap travel arrange- - 
merits' be made to enable them to • 
visit holy places in India. * 

Tamils, who have ethnic links 
with southern India, make up 13 
per cent of Sri Lanka’s 16 million 
population. Sinhalese comprise 
74 per cent. 

Another firm supporter of the 
accord. Lands Minister Gamini 
Dissanayake, said Sri Lanka had 
not yielded its sovereignty to In- 
dia’s interest. But it had to be * 
aware of India's sensitivities, he 
said. 

“We are a small country and 
we have to learn to live within the 
limitations of one,” Dissanayake £ 
said. 1 

Parliament is due to convene * 
from Aug. IS, but the bill ratify- 
ing the treaty is unlikely to be 
debated until" next month. 

Diplomats said it was to the 
government’s advantage to delay 
debating the bill as long as possi- 
ble to coo! passions and give 
people time to savour the advan- 
tages of peace. 

Jayewardene came to power in 
the 1977 general election, trounc- 
ing Bandaranaike’s Freedom Par- 
tv. 






The first & beta 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

TkkcawayisanMIt 

Open daily 123X1-3:30 
* p.m. 

fcSO-Midnight 

Tef. 638968 


-i. pi 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 
Takm away available 

Opcndaily 12:00- 15-30 

IS.H0 -23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 

Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

Tel: 661922 ■/ 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
lunch and dinner Friday 
Tel: 618214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30 pan. 
& 6:30 p.m. -midnight. 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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British newspapers profit 
‘big bang’ 

British national newspapers are about to enter their most profitable 
phase, thanks to their transformation into a modem high-tech 
industry. Raymond Snoddy explains how they caught up with the rest 
of the world. 




LONDON — it is now a com- 
[nonplatt to describe the drama- 
tic events of the past 18 months in 
tbe British newspaper industry — 
Mr. Rupert Murdoch moving all 
. bis rides to Wapping in a single 
• aeekend, the launch of new titles 
and tbe introduction of up-to-the- 
minute computer technology — 
as a revolution. 

In fact it is more a catcbing-up 
with the rest of the world, includ- 
ing regional newspapers in the 
UJL, than a revolution — a 
process that has been artificially 
compressed into such a short 
period because tbe barriers hold- 
' ing back change had proved so 
effective in the past. 

Yet whatever it is called the 
scale of transformation in tbe 
affairs of Britain's national news- 
paper industry is difficult to ex- 
aggerate. 

“Ancient printing equipment 
chat would fit naturally into a 
museum of printing is at last 
being replaced. Traditional man- 
ning levels and restrictive prac- 
tices are on the way out, in most 
cases by agreement between un- 
ions and management, after the 
defeat of the bitter strike by 
sacked print workers against Mr. 
Murdoch's News International. 

Perhaps even more significant 
for the future is the transforma- 
tion in profits now under way. 

British national newspapers are 
increasingly becoming a business 
? rather than a plaything of peers 
j or those who would luce to be- 
f come peers. 

- By next year the national news- 
paper proprietors will have in- 
vested more than £1 billion (SI .61 
million) in new equipment and 
redundancy payments and more 
than 13,500 job cuts have 
either taken place or been 
announced from a total work- 
force of 30,000. 

> 'Hie result, according to a re- 
cent studv by Mr. Derek Terring- 
! ton. publishing analyst of stock- 
brokers Phillips & Drew, is that 
by 1988 national newspapers will 
have revenues of £1.65 billion 
and pre-tax profits of £205 mil- 
lion. This compares with revenue 
of £1.4 billion in 1985 and pre-tax 
profits of £50 million. 

Further savings over the next 18 
s months might bring profit mar- 


gins up to 15 per cent. 

"This figure is less than exotic, 
but it is five times what the 
industry is used to and brings 
national newspapers up to the 
levels of the best-managed re- 
gional newspapers.” Mr. Terring- 
ton argues. 

All the signs are that pub- 
lishers, once the short-term in- 
vestment costs are absorbed, are 
likely to generate substantial sur- 
pluses which will be available for 
expansion and diversification. 

In retrospect, events outside 
the premises of a small publisher 
of free newspapers in the north of 
England in November 1983 were 
of critical importance. 

With the help of new laws 
against secondaiy picketing Mr. 
Eddie Shah took on the power of 
the print union, the National 
Graphical Association, and won. 
The television reports of the vio- 
lence on tbe picket lines turned 
Mr. Shah almost overnight into a 
nationally known figure. 

He was able to use that fame to 
raise money for Today, the re- 
volutionary new colour tabloid 
that would use all the latest tech- 
nology to create a new low-cost 
national newspaper. Today 
would end what many saw as the 
collusion between management 
and unions whicb kept the cost of 
producing newspapers up, effec- 
tively keeping out new entrants. 

"We’re going after an industry 
that's just ripe to be taken, it just 
needs one guy." said Mr. Shah 
with bis customary self-confi- 
dence. 

It was not to be. Today, the 
independent newspaper that was 
supposed to shake Fleet Street to 
its roots, had in fact to be rescued 
from collapse by a Fleet Street 
proprietor, Mr. Tiny Rowland of 
Lonrfao. 

At the end of last month (June) 
Today changed bands again, this 
time bought by Mr. Murdoch for 
£38 million despite estimates that 
it will lose £30 million in the year 
to September. 

Today was, however, the 
catalyst for change. The threat of 
Today enabled Mr. Robert Max- 
well to negotiate more than 2,000 
redundancies at his Mirror Group 
Newspapers. 

It was, however, the move of 


alt Mr. Murdoch’s four titles — 
The Times, Sunday Hines, Sun 
and News of the World — to a 
secretly and carefully prepared 
modern printing plant at Wap- 
ping that made the process irrev- 
ersible. More than 5,000 printing 
workers who went on strike were 
deemed to have dismissed them- 
selves and they were never taken 
back. 

Mr. Murdoch moved im- 
mediately to direct-input — jour- 
nalists keying in their stories 
directly on electronic screens for 
automatic setting by computer 
driven typesetters catting out the 
traditional rekeying of text by 
printers. 

As a matter of survival other 
national newspaper manage- 
ments ouickly began negotiating 
new technology deals and swing- 
eing cuts in manning levels. 

In April 1986, for example. 
Express Newspapers reached 
agreement, with the help of a 
closure ultimatum, for 2,500 
voluntary redundancies. At the 
beginning of this month (July) the 
management asked for a further 
2,500 job cuts. By 1990 the Daily 
and Sunday Express and The Star 
will be produced by a total of 
2300 compared with more than 

7.000 less than two years ago. 

Ironically "the sleeping giants 

of Fleet Street" such as the Ex- 
press, the Daily Mail and the 
Daily Telegraph have woken 
from their slumbers so rapidly 
that it is the eastablisbed titles 
whicb have benefited most from 
the changed conditions. 

Entry costs may have been 
reduced but new titles have found 
it a difficult and costly market to 
break into. 

Readership levels overall are 
static at best and there is con- 
siderable evidence of conserva- 
tive behaviour by readers — 
sticking to the papers with which 
they are familiar. 

The collapse of Mr. Maxwell’s 
London Daily News is the most 
dramatic example so far, 
although high losses also forced 
the closure of Sunday Today. The 
London Daily News never made 
headway against the established 
London Evening Standard, and 
at the end was selling less than 

100.000 a day and probably losing 
dose to £1 million a week. 

Tbe main exception is The Inde- 
pendent founded by three former 
Daily Telegraph journalists who 
managed to raise more than £18 
million in the City of London. 



They have managed to carve out 
a niche fdr themselves at the top 
end of the market and win jour- 
nalistic awards. Although circula- 
tion is now about 320,000 the 
paper is not likely to break even 
until next spring. 

Sunday Sport, a down-market 
tabloid set up witb capital of 
£150,000, has also carved out a 
niche for itself with the help of 
pictures of naked ladies and is 
said to be profitable on a circula- 
tion of 500,000. 

Other dramatic changes in- 
clude the exodus from Fleet 
Street. Partly because of cramped 
conditions and the profits to be 
made from selling existing plants 
for development many papers, 
including the Financial Times, 
are bunding modern printing 
plants in London's Docklands. 
Others have opted for a series of 
new plants around the country or 
moved to contract printing. 

The appearance of British 
newspapers is being transformed 
by the improved reproduction 
and after initial doubts prop- 
rietors are increasingly seeing col- 
our as a competitive weapon in 
die intense battles for circulation 


at the popular end of the market. 

Mr. Murdoch is already intro- 
ducing colour into the News of 
the World and Mr. Maxwell has 
announced that he too is planning 
to print his titles in colour. 

Mr. Maxwell is also offering 
advertisers and promoters the 
opportunity to insert preprinted 
material in his newspapers from 
the end of this year. A multimil- 
lion pound order for sophisti- 
cated inserting equipment has 
been placed with Ferag of 
Switzerland for his 21 new press- 
es. The equipment inserts adver- 
tising materia] — or regional sup- 
plements — at the same speed as 
the presses turn. 

The hope is that inserting will 
prove a significant competitor to 
direct mail and provide a new 
stream of revenue for daily news- 
papers. 

National newspapers may have 
been capturing the headlines but 
there have also been remarkable 
changes in the local and regional 
newspaper industry. 

Regional newspapers point out 
with justice it was they, rather 
than Fleet Street who' have been 
the pioneers in everything from 


use of computer technology and 
colour to the introduction of 
direct input. 

This month the 100th direct input 
agreement was signed and the 
Newspaper Society which repre- 
sents regional and local pub- 
lishers believes the total could be 
150 before the year is out. 

The first agreement at the Wol- 
verhampton Express and Star 
caused a furore in the industry. 
Hie 100th at the Southport Visi- 
ter slipped quietly into place. 

Free newspapers have suc- 
ceeded in carving a major slice of 
the market for themselves, both 
free and paid-for local newspap- 
ers are enjoying buoyant trading 1 
conditions although higher newsr 
print prices are pushing up costs. 

Last year regional press adver- 
tising rose by 10 per cent to £1.1 
billion and the advertising Asso- 
ciation expects real growth of 10 
per cent this year. 

Despite the proliferation of 
electronic media the process of 
renewal in the British newspaper 
industry should help to ensure 
that its future is secure — Finan- 
cial Times feature. 


Unsavoury reliance 

Israel and Latin America: Tbe Military Connection 
by Bishara Bahbah 

Macmillan, London with the Institute for Palestine Studies, 
1986, £27.50 

Israel’s Global Reach: arms sales as diplomacy 
by Aaron S. Klieman 

Pergamon and Brassey's, London, 1985, £17.00 


By Yezid Sayigh 

ISRAELI arms export policy has 
attracted increasing attention 
since 1980. This has Wen due in 
part to the rapid growth of sales 
volume to well over $1 billion 
annually, and in part to the 
appearance of Israeli products in 
the hards of unsavoury dicta- 
torships and racist regimes 
around the Third World. Bahbah 
and Klieman. a Palestinian and 
an Israeli, discuss this traffic in 
arms and its primary motivations. 

Bahbah defines several aspects 
that make Israeli military exports 
unique among the ten larger 
world arms suppliers. One is the 
country’s disproportionate reliance 
on arms sales, which are crucial 
to the well-being of the economy. 
By underpinning the defence in- 
dustry as a whole, exports are 
also vital to Israeli "security.” A 
second aspect is that Israel pro- 
vides advisors and varied forms of 
technical assistance and services 
to its clients, not just the hard- 
ware. This establishes direct, per- 
sonalised contacts with the milit- 
ary in the importing countries and 
provides the grounds for long- 
term influence. Thirdly, Israeli 
export policy dovetails with 
American regional priorities, 
supplying clients whom the U.S. 
is unable to equip openly, for 
internal and external political 
reasons. Bahbah also notes that 
Israeli attempts to acquire the 
latest arms technology and grea- 
ter sophistication in military pro- 
ducts have made it more depen- 
dent on U.S. assistance and thus 
more likely to sell weapons to 
American clients in a quid pro 
quo arrangement. 

Bahbah has chosen Israel's 
connections with Latin America 
as his case history. From Guate- 
mala ro Argentina (under the 
former junta), and passing 
through Honduras, Salvador, and 
Somoza's Nicaragua among 
other, Israeli weapons and milit- 
ary equipment (helmets, radios, 
jeeps) have equipped the forces 
of regimes "at war with their own 
people." Israeli advisors have 
taught counter-insurgency tactics 
and have supervised the estab- 
lishment of "pacified" zones 
where the rural population has 
been herded into “strategic ham- 


lets" that are supposed to emu- 
late the kibbutz. Throughout the 
southern continent, Israel has 
sold arms wherever the American 
eagle has feared to tread. 

Although it in effect contains 
an indictment of Israeli policy. 
Bahbah's book is by no means 
polemical. It is written in cool, 
dispassionate style that greatly 
facilitates reading and compre- 
hension. The structure is simple: 
after summarising the main pat- 
terns and features of Israeli arms 
production and exports, the au- 
thor reviews four case studies in 
Central and South America. He 
focusses on the local conflicts, 
both inter-and intra-state, that 
provide the incentives for arms 
procurement and the opportunity 
for Israeli inroads. Underlying 
the analysis is the theme of con- 
verging U.S.-Israeli interests and 
policies. Yet Bahbah concludes 
that Israeli advances in the conti- 
nent have peaked, and the PLO's 
recent modest gains there may 
well be proof of this. 

Klieman's book arouses strong- 
ly mixed feelings. On the one 
hand, it is a solid and exhaustive 
account of the development of 
the Israeli defence industry and 
the mechanics and considerations 
of arms expon policy. On the 
other, it overlooks many of the 
deeper connections and implica- 
tions of the history he describes. 
At times the text reads like an 
apologia for Israeli export policy, 
at others like an advertisement 
brochure for military products. In 
fairness. Klieman has written a 
wider study than Bahbah's, and 
so has taken on a greater task, 
but the questions raised seem 
more numerous than those 
answered. 

What is most disturbing is that 
Klieman ties arms sales to Israel's 
“extraordinary sensitivity" to the 
welfare of Jews everywhere. To 
use this "moral" argument to 
justify exports to dictators and 
racists only threatens Jews, and in 
any case is not borne out by the 
experience of Jews imprisoned by 
Argentinian generals supplied 
with Israeli guns. The ultimate 
message is that Israel's "security" 
is imperative — regional threats 
and systemic challenges necessi- 
tate and justify arms sales — 
Middle East International. 
London. 


Look out for 

our specialities at leading supermarkets in Jordan. 
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Zairean women cruise into All 
Africa Games basketball finals 


Nigerian Imoh runs world’s fastest 100 m breaking Smith’s 1983 record 

j « r i ■ *1 ■ ■! t. : iL.‘ 


NAIROBI (R) — African champions Zaire, showing 
superior strength and deadly shooting skills, over- 
whelmed Senegal 83-54 Saturday to win a place in 
the final of the Fourth All Africa Games women’s 
basketball tournament. 


Senegal, the games defending 
champions, could not hold the 
powerful Zaireans who had swept 
to a 38-27 lead at half time. 

Zaire will meet either Mozam- 
bique or Angola in the final on 
Tuesday. The two Portuguese- 
speaking nations, of which the 
energetic Mozambican women 
have shown the best form so far, 
will battle it out Sunday for a 
place in the final. 

The experienced Zairean 
women, urged on by their whoop- 
ing supporters, were in unstopp- 
able form and steam-rollered the 
younger Senegalese side. They 
bombarded their opponents' bas- 
ket with pinpoint accuracy and 
defended their own with vigour. 

Zaire's Longanza Kamimbayi 
was her side's top scorer with 26 
points while playmaker Kamanga 
Kasala impressed with her hard 


running and decisive distribution. 

In the first men's semi-final 
later Saturday, the strong Ango- 
lan side, who notched up three 
convincing victories in the first 
round, was scheduled to meet 
host team Kenya. Kenyan players 
were involved in an unruly brawl 
with their Somalian opponents 
Friday night in a first round 
match which Kenya won 94-64. 

The other two men’s semi- 
finalists are Ivory Coast and 
Senegal who meet Sunday. 

In the men's handball competi- 
tion, Cameroun meet Congo in 
the first semi-final Sunday, while 
defending All Africa Games 
champions Algeria take on Egypt 
in the other semi-final. 

Women's African handball 
champions Ivory Coast, who con- 
vincingly beat defending games 
champions Algeria 22-9 on Fri- 


day, meet Senegal in the semi- 
finals on Sunday. 

The other women's semi-final 
is between Congo and Came- 
roun. 

In the volleyball competition, 
experts were predicting a men's 
final next Tuesday pitting the 
strong Nigerians against Came- 
roun, whose form in the first 
round amazed their rivals. 

Nigeria cruised through pool 
B without dropping a set against 
Zambia. Senegal and Madagas- 
car, who qualified for Monday’s 
semi-finals in second place. 

Cameroun, playing in the 
tough A pool, disposed of Kenya 
and Egypt before beating the 
fancied Algerians in a thrilling 
five-setter. Algeria placed second 
and meet Nigeria in the semis. 

The women's event, reduced 
by Algeria’s last-minute decision 
not to send their off-form team, 
saw hosts Kenya raise their game 
to win all their matches in pool A. 
Egypt qualified second. 

In pool B Mauritius finished 
top, ahead of Ghana, and offi- 
cials expect a Kenya-Egypt final. 
The Kenyans beat the Egyptians 


three sets to two in their pool 
clash. 

Saturday was a rest day in the 
handball and volleyball events. 

On the hockey field Kenya 
moved to the top of the seven- 
nation round-robin table at least 
temporarily after smashing Tan- 
zania 10-0. 

The Kenyans have seven points 
from four matches, one more 
than Egypt and two dear of 
Zimbabwe who were playing 
each other Saturday afternoon. 

The three teams are fighting 
not only for the Africa Games 
gold medal but also for tbe right 
to represent Africa in the Seoul 
Olympics next year. 


Nigerian Chidi Imoh ran the 
world's fastest 100 metres Satur- 
day in a time of 9.92 seconds, 
officials at the All Africa Games 
said. But they said the wind, 
measured provisionally at 4.4 
metres per second meant his time 
could not immediately be ratified 
as a world record. 


Calvin Smith of the United 
States has held the world record 
of 9.93 seconds since 1983. 


Brazil’s choices limited for Pan 


Am soccer tie opening 


INDIANAPOLIS (R) — 
Favourites Brazil may have li- 
mited options for naming a team 
when they face Canada in their 
opening soccer match of the 10th 
ran American Games on Sunday 
as only 13 of their 18-man squad 
have arrived. 

Brazil games press officer Ped- 
ro Banos Silva said Friday the 
other five players are expected 
next week, hinting that coach 
Carlos Alberto Silva may have to 
field the best possible 11 and put 
the other two available players on 
the substitutes bench. 

Flamengo’s Ze Carlos and Jor- 

S inho and Vasco da Gama's 
lomario, Mazinho and Regis 
were not released by the powerful 
Rio de Janeiro dubs because they 
are involved in the state league 


finals, Barrios Silva said. 

He said they will be replaced 
by other players who should be 
here in time for Brazil’s other 
qualifying Group B matches 
against Cuba on Thursday and 
Chile the following Sunday. 

Brazil have only one goalkeep- 
er in Indianapolis, Tarfarel, as 
well as defenders Geraldao, Nel- 
sinbo, Ricardo Rocha, Ricardo 
II, midfielders Douglas, Rai, 
Luiz Carlos, Pita and Edu and 
forwards Evair, Joao Paulo and 
Waldo. 

Brazil, some of whose players 
were in the squad that failed to 
reach the semifinals of the South 
American Cup last month, are 
favourites to race reigning world 
champions Argentina in the final 
of the 12-team tournament. 


Mansell celebrates birthday 
with seventh pole of season 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Hearns drops light-heavyweight crown 


MEXICO CITY (Rl — Thomas ‘Hitman" Hearns has given up 
his WBC light-heavyweight crown to free himself to fight for an 
unprecedented fourth title, the World Boxing Council (WBC) has 
said. The WBC said it had granted Hearns' request to meet Juan 
D. Roldan of Argentina for the middleweight title which has been 
vacant since Sugar Ray Leonard relinquished it on June 8. If 
Hearns beat Roldan he would become the first fighter to have 
held titles in four different categories. In addition to the 
light-heavyweight crown, he has been World Boxing Association 
(WBA) welterweight and WBC super-welterweight champion. 
The Heams-Roldan fight is scheduled for October 29 although a 
venue has yet to be set, the WBC said. Hearns, who became only 
the second man to rise from welterweight to hold a light- 
heavyweight crown when he beat Dennis Andries of Britain in 
Detroit last March, has won 44 of his 46 fights, 37 of them inside 
the distance. 


Player fined after ‘hard man’ boast 


LONDON (R) — A player who boasted in a newspaper article of 
being "the hardest man in football" was fined a record £5,000 
($7,800) by the English Football Association (F.A.) on Friday for 
bringing the game into disrepute. Midfielder Mick Kennedy, who 
plays for Portsmouth — promoted this season to the Firet Division 
— accused other players of being “chicken" in two articles for the 
mass-circulation Sun Newspaper last May. the F.A. said. The first 
article began: "They call me the hardest man in football and I’m 
proud of that reputation." Les Mackay, chairman of the F.A. 
disciplinary panel which fined Kennedy, said: "It was one of the 
worst articles that has ever appeared in the press. We do not take 
kindly to articles of that nature. It is not good for the game." The 
fine is the most severe imposed on an individual by the F.A. 
Previously, the largest sum was the £1,500 ($2,400) fine which 
Mark Falco, then with Tottenham, had to pay for making gestures 
to the crowd in May last year. 


Indulgence takes early lead in Fastnet 


COWES. England ( R) — Britain's top yacht Indulgence moved 
into an early lead as the Admiral's Cup fleet set sail from the Isle 
of Wight in the 6(J5-mile Fastnet Race Saturday. The race, from 
Cowes to the Fastnet Rock on the southern tip of Ireland and 
back to Plymouth in western England, opened in good conditions 
with westerly winds gusling 14 knots, dropping to 12. Indulgence, 
followed by Denmark's Original Beckmann Pletfjerner. estab- 
lished a good lead, tacking in the strongest tides along the shorerof 
the island off England’s south coast. Austria’s Pinta Lay third in 
the early stages, followed by Coram of France, West Germany’s 
Diva and the U.S. boat Sidewinder. The confident New Zealand 
team, leading Britain by 109 points in the series and seeking their 
first Fastnet win. were also well placed, with Kiwi Just behind the 
leaders and propaganda involved in a close race with Britain’s 
Jamarella. With stiff winds the first yacht in the 190-strong fleet 
should reach the Fastnet Rock early on Tuesday and return to 
Plymouth on Wednesday morning." 


BUDAPEST (Agencies) — Bri- 
ton Nigel Mansell celebrated his 
33rd birthday Saturday by secur- 
ing his seventh pole position of 
the season for Sunday's Hunga- 
rian Grand Prix, then predicted a 
tough and highly competitive 
race. 

In warm sunshine and in front 
of a large and appreciative crowd, 
Mansell spun off and was unable 
to improve on his pacesetting 
time of one minute 28.047 
seconds Friday. 

But the Williams driver re- 
tained the prime starting position 
as only four of tbe top 15 driven 
were able to record improved lap 
times. 


Mansell said: "This is the sort 
of track we call a moving taigeL 
It changes all the time. One 
minute it is slow and the next it is 
quick again.” • 

“I* had inconsistent -braking 
twice winch took me off “’toe 
trade. Luckily, there was no dam- 
age. It was not very pleasant, but 
I am okay. 


“I think it will be an incredibly 
close race with the Femurs com- 
ing good and McLaren and Lotus 
in there too." 

He said it would be vital for the 
drivers to stay on the raring line 
because dust was causing prob- 
lems with grip off the line. 

Mansell will share the front 
row of the grid with Austrian 


Gerhard Berger who delighted 
his local following by steering his 
Ferrari to the fastest time of 
Saturday's session, 1:28.549 — 
the only driver other than Man- 
sell to go below 1:29. 

Mansell’s Williams teammate 
and rival Nelson Piquet of Brazil 
improved his time to finish third 
quickest ahead of world cham- 
pion Alain Prost of France in a 
McLaren, Italian Michele 
Alboreto in the second Ferrari 
and Ayrton Senna of Brazil in a 
Lotus using a modified body 
frame. 

Mansell rocketed to a lap re- 
cord in Friday’s qualifying ses- 
sion, touring the 4.014-fcilometre 
(2.494-mile) Hungaroring in 
1:28.047. That bettered the pre- 
vious best of 1:29.450 set last year 
by Brazil's Ayrton Senna in toe 
first Formula One Grand Prix in 
an Eastern Bloc country. 

Mansell, in a Williams-Honda, : 
had a mark of 1:28.682 seconds in 
Saturday's trials on a warm, 
bright sonny day compared to 
Friday’s doudy and rainy day. It 
was the second bestof the second 
.qualifying session. 

"Berger was a little quicker 
today,” Mansell said. “It looks 
like we'll have a good race 
tomorrow." 

Mansell was presented with 
some champagne and a cake by 
the organisers following toe prac- 
tice session, but he wanted more. 


Pitcher Howe 
keen on putting 
drug problem 
behind him 


BALTIMORE (AP) — Steve 
Howe has overcome a drug prob- 
lem to reach toe major leagues 
again, and now he’d like to be 
known only as a pitcher. 

‘Tve some choices to make, 
and one of them is not to be a 
sideshow," Howe said Friday 
night after his successful debut 
with tbe Texas Rangers. 

The 29-year-old left-handed re- 
liever, in his first major league 
appearance since Sept. 10, 1985, 
allowed no runs and one hit in 
two innings as toe Rangers drop- 
ped a 9-2 decision to the Balti- 
more Orioles. 

"I'm going to make myself be 
one of toe guys ... I don’t care 
what other people do," Howe 
said. 


Howe is confident be has over- 
come toe cocaine problem that 
resulted in five major- and minor- 
league suspensions since 1983. 

Before toe game, Howe said he 
had been clean since July 15 of 
last year, calling that his "sobrie- 
ty date/' 

"That's when I felt real good 
about myself, when I personally 
believed my life was turned 
around,” he said. 

Since his last suspension, when 
he was with San Jose of the class 
A California league last year. 
Howe has pitched in Japan and 
Mexico and claims to have been 
tested for drags some 200 times. 

When the Rangers decided to 
bring Howe up from Oklahoma 
City, less than a month after they 
signed him, club officials met 
with commissioner Peter Ueber- 
roth to seek his blessing. 

While the commissioner did 
not issue a statement of approval, 
neither did he object, and toe 
Rangers proceeded with their 
plans. 

Asked how he would react if 
fans became suspicious following 
a poor outing, Howe said: 

“Fans are fans. The ones who 
give you the hardest time are 
those who have bad 12 beers and 
don't even know what park 
they’re in." 

Howe said too much has been 
made of his physical problem, 
and expressed a preference that 
questions on toe subject soon be 
cast aside. 

"I'm just a player who had a 
substance abuse problem, who's 
borne bade,!! be said. “Let me go? 
on with my life.” 

Howe, who threw 15 strikes 
and five balls in his return, said 
he was glad he didn’t have to wait 
long to see action. 

“He threw well," Texas mana- 
ger Bobby Valentine said. "He 


threw it over toe plate. I don’t 
know if he's the dominant strike- 
out pitcher he was before. But 
from the reports, and from talk- 
ing to him, I knew he liked to 
throw the ball over the plate and 
go after the hitters." 


DELUXE FUtiNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 


A villa in almost beautiful location in Sweifieh - 6th Circle. The' 
villa consisting of four bedrooms, spacious salons, four bath- 
rooms with deluxe furniture, garden, garage for two cars. The' 
villa is suitable accommodation for a company manager or 
embassy. 


Call: A1 Salon Real Estate Office, tel: 613577 


SECRETARY WANTED 

Embassy of Japan is looking for a secretary 

— Jordanian National 

— Well-experienced with secretarial and admi- 
nistrative work 

— Fluent in English/Arabic (also typing) 

— Female and Single 


If interested, please visit the Embassy of 
Japan on 9th, 10th of August (3-6 p.m.) 
All applicants must bring a typed person- 
al history and two photos. 


Make friends with 
OLD PARR 
Best De Luxe 


Scotch Whisky 
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World XI goes down 3-0 to League XI with 


lacklustre performance from Maradona 

V . . a IkailL 


LONDON (R) — Diego Marado- 
na, who was tempted along by the 
promise of further riches, failed 
to enhance his reputation at a 
gathering of soccer glitterati at 
Wembley Saturday. 

Maradona was paid a reported 
£1,000 ($1,600) a minute to repre- 
sent the Rest of toe World against 
an English first division selection 
in a game to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the Formation of 
the Football League. 

But the Argentine, who was 
loudly booed throughout by the 
61,000 crowd who had obviously 
not forgotten the infamous "hand 
of God” incident during the 
World Cup in Mexico last sum- 
mer, never imposed his authority 
.as the League XI strolled to a 3-0 
victory. 

Watched by guest of honour 
Pele, England captain Bryan 
Robson opened toe scoring with a 


fiim header after 23 minutes, 
Northern Ireland's Norman 
Whiteside scored toe second on 
toe hour mark, and Robson 
scored again with toe last kick of 
the game. 

Cntics ridicule such games as 
second-rate practice sessions, and 
while the baffling number of sub- 
stitutions is an intrusion, the abs- 
ence of infringements and toe 
gentle tackling at least allow skill 
a free rein. 

Such was toe freedom afforded 
Gary Lineker that the England 
striker — playing in the all red of 
the World XI — appeared sur- 
prised by the amount of tone and 
space he was given in front of 
goal and squandered five good 
chances in the first half. 

Lineker did not appear after 
the interval as he became toe first 
in a series of quickfire substitu- 
tions as both managers gave all 35 


players on duty a kick of toe tan 
m toe seeond‘45 minutes; 

That did not help tbe rhythm or 
toe game and although them 
were some flashes of breathtak- 
ing skills from Brazilian DuoJosi- 
mar and Ceiso. (he now retired 
Michel Platini and West German 
Thomas Berthold, toe game will 
be remembered only for iis 
curiosity value. 

Maradona gave poor value for 
money, but he remains the sport’s 
most exciting player and even at 
half-pace his every touch suggests 
anything is possible. 

the Argentine did not manage 
a shot or header on goal, bur the 
weight and pace of his passes 
opened up the League defence on 
several occasions and it was from 
one of his deft drips that Spanish 
fullback Julio Alberto went 
closest to scoring for the World 
XI in the dying seconds. 


Di Napoli strikes gold for Italy 


BIRMINGHAM, England (AP) 
— Italy’s Gennaro di Napoli 
sprinted home in 3:53.10 to lift 
his country's first ever 1,500- 
metre title at the European 
Junior Track and Field Cham- 
pionships Friday. 

Steven Halhday of Britain 
made an early break two laps 
from home but could not hold off 
the Italian, who won from east 
Germany’s Mario Neuman in 
3:52.85, with Sergei Melinkov of 
the Soviet Union snatching 
bronze in 3:54.48. 

Di Napoli said: "I purposefully 
held back until the home stretch. 
I knew on personal best perform- 
ances that my ... finishing burst 
would stand me in good stead.” 

Britain's 18-year-old Tony Jar- 


rett retained his 110-metre hur- 
dles tide, only just holding off 
over-eager West German Florian 
Scharthoff, who dipped for the 
line too soon and lost his balance. 

In anguish, the West German 
stumbled over and banged his 
head on the track after crossing 
toe tape in 13.81 seconds ahead 
of third-placed Paul Gray of Bri- 
tain. 

Jarrett, who equalled his per- 
sonal best of 13.72 seconds, said: 
I never thought I was going to 
lose but I bad a doubt in my mind 
because of a hamstring injury. 

In the women's 100-metre hur- 
dles. 17-vear-old West German 
Birgit Wolf, a bank derk from 


lance as sbe cleared the 10 har- 
riers in 13.34 seconds. 

Norway's Anne Beth Espetvett 
in 13.39 and Sweden’s Helena 
Femsgrom in 13.52 picked up 
silver and bronze, respectively. 

East Germany's John Hubner 
failed his opening hammer throw 
but made amends in his second 
attempt, hurling the missile 69.18 
metres to head the 15-man field. 
He improved that to a winning 
72.10 metres in the fourth round. 


The Soviet Union’s Alex Kry- 
koun, who had only two legal 
throws, managed 70.92 metres lo 
take the silver medal back to 
Oilman in the Ukraine. His throw 


Findelfigen. near Stuttgart, r relegated East Germany's Claus 
showed splendid rhythm arid ba- Dethloff to third with 69.30. 


American swimmer completes frigid trip to USSR 


LITTLE DIOMEDE. Alaska of 11 researchers and reporters 
(Agencies) — An endurance piled into two skin boats for toe 
swimmer spent two hours and trip through fog and drizzle and 
five minutes plying toe frigid Be- . calm seas to toe starting point, 
ring Strait on Friday, completing Adults cheered and children 
an unprecedented swim from dropped red and blue balloons in 


4 


American to Soviet territory. 

Escorted by a Soviet vessel and 
two Eskimo walrus-skin boats 
carrying researchers and repor- 
ters, Lynne Cox arrived at toe 
Soviet island of Big Diomede 
about 1 p.m. local time (2200 
GMT) after a swim of four to six 
miles (6.4 to 9.6 km) in 44-degree 
Fahrenheit (6.6 degree Celcius) 
water. • 

Cox- was -welcomed to Big 
Diomede by about 30 Soviet jour- 
nalists, sports officials and Sibe- 
rian natives. They zipped her up 
in a sleeping bag in a heated tent, 
then celebrated her feat with a 
beach-side picnic. 

"They were incredible," said 
Cox, 30, a veteran of long-dis- 
tance swims in various parts of 
the world. 

"They met us at toe (interna- 
tional) date line with escort 
boats, and they had a tea party 
for us,” Cox said in a telephone 
conversation with Alaska Gov. 
Steve Cowper on her return to 
Little Diomede. 

The 100 residents of Little 
Diomede turned out Friday 
morning as Cox and an entourage 


the water. 

The boats motored south for 
about 10 minutes, then about 11 
a.m. (1900 GMT) Cox jumped 
into toe water, swam a short 
distance to shore, turned around 
and began her swim, according to 
citizens band radio reports from 
witnesses in the boats. 

She started from the island's 
south end to compensate for tides 
and currents. Although the dis- 
tance between Little Diomede 
and Big Diomede is only 2.7 
miles (4 J km), Cox had to swim 
an estimated four to six miles (6.4 
to 9.6 km) to get across. 

A 20-foot (six-metre) Soviet 
vessel joined the escort around 
noon (2000 GMT), when Cox 
reached the swim's halfway point 
at toe international date line. 

The two skin boats accompany- 
ing Cox were allowed to con- 
tinue, but several other boats 
piloted by Little Diomede resi- 
dents were turned back. Big 
Diomede, uninhabited except for 
a military reservation, is normally 
off limits to Western travellers. 

But a helicopter pilot monitor- 
ing the event said six other skin 


boats carrying Eskimo villagers 
were turned back because they 
did not have prior Soviet approv-’ 
al for the crossing. 

Cox, from California, waited 
for more than two years for 
Soviet permission to make toe 
trip, testing herself in chilly wa- 
ters around South America's 
strait of Magellan as well as the 
sea off Iceland. Denmark and 
Alaska's Glacier Bay. 

The 200-pound (90.72 kilos) 
woman became the first person 
known to have swum across the 
frigid Bering Strait between Alas- 
ka and Siberia. *\ 

- - Cox, 30; who had already con- 
quered the English Channel, 
swam from Alaska's Little 
Diomede Island to the Soviet Big 
Diomede Island across 2.7 miles 
of 39-degree Fahrenheit (four de- 
grees Centigrade) sea. 

Since the'l 940s the Soviet Un- 
ion had forbidden the formerly 
frequent traffic between the two 
islands, but Moscow told Cox on 
Thursday Soviet officials would 
not only allow her to make toe 
trip, but would help her. 

The Bering Strait swim is part 
adventure and part scientific re- 
search. Physicians with Cox are 
hoping to leant more about toe 
body’s ability to withstand cold. 

Efoctors say she is able to cope 
with cold for several reasons. 


U.S. volleyball team favoured to win Pan Am gold 

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — The heals. The right-hander is ex- 


U.S. men’s volleyball team enters 
toe Pan American Games as toe 
favourite to take tbe gold medal 
even though toe squad will play 
its first matches without Karen 
Kiraly, toe world’s best player. 

Kiraly, volleyball's internation- 
al player of toe year in 1986, will 
sit out the first week of toe 16-day 
games while his broken left hand 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 


In Rashid Housing/ near Jordan University. 3 bedrooms, central 
heating, garden, telephone, full home electrical appliances, one 
■ split AC unit for two rooms. Final annual rent JD 3,500. 


Please contact: 678060 between 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 pjn. 


pected to play in the finals. 

The 26-year-old broke a bone 
in his hand July 29 when he 
collided with teammate Doug' 
Partie during practice. 

“His fist proved stronger than 
toe back of my hand,” Kiraly said 
Friday in a telephone interview 
from San Diego. “X-rays show 
toe bone is healing faster than ' 
normal. I hope to be back at foil 
strength by next week.” 

During the preliminary rounds, 
he said, "I hope to make a 
contribution to toe team, if we 
need it. Ideally, if everyone is 
playing well, they won’t need 
me.” 

The U.S. men, who have won 
the Olympic, World Cup and 
World Championship titles in the. 


last three years, will face four of 
the world's top seven teams at the 
games. 

"The Western hemisphere has. 
really come up in volleyball," 
Kiraly said. "This Pan Am 
tournament will have the 
strongest field of any competition 
in the world this year. It’s the 
only big tournament and we are 
playing it at home." 

Brazil, Cuba and Argentina 
will offer the United States its 
strongest competition. Brazil was 
fourth at the 1986 World Cham- 
pionships in Paris, while Cuba 
was fifth and Argentina seventh. 

"Only the Soviets have been 
able to do what we were able to 
pull off," Kiraly said. "In '88, 
we'll be starting on our second 
triple crown." 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


The apartment is the second floor of a newly built building 
and consists of three bedrooms, two bathrooms, spacious 
kitchen with deluxe furniture, video, TV, telephone and 
terrace. 

Location: 4th Circle, overlooking Wadi Saqra. 


Call: 810984 


FOR RENT 


Unfurnished three bedrooms, two bathrooms, flat with 
telephone andgarden. Quiet neighbourhood, 4th Circle, 
Zahran Post Office Road, opposite Jordan News Agency. 


Please call: 641916 any time. 


WANTED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
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Please call tel. 605930 - 678960 between 9:00 - 18:00 
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Tel: 677420 
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WASHINGTON (R) - The 
U-S.crviHan unemployment rate 
fell to six per cent in July, the 
gpvenfflicnt reported Friday, and 
president Reagan said the figure 
gbotfs the U.S. economy is per- 
fuming veil without danger of 
infljajon. 

.The jobless rate was the lowest 
of the Reagan administration and 
was d<wn from 6.1 per cent in 
June. 

Non-farm jobs increased 
304,000 in July, far exceeding 
market expectations, the Labour 
Department said. 

“These figures indicate the 
economy is performing well in 
1987 and performed even better 
than' thought during the proceed- 
ing three years/’ President 
Reagan said in a brief statement 
to reporters at the White House. 

“Our trade balance is better, 
employment is growing, unem- 
ployment is falling and. after a 
temporary increase earlier this 
year, inflation is returning to thei 
four per cent range that we've 
during most of this expansion,” 
President Reagan said. “All of 
this ’is excellent news for the 
American economy and for the 
American people." 

However, President Reagan 
also issued a warning. “Deficit 
spending, tax increases and pro- 
tectionism threaten our hard-won 
prosperity,” he said. 

He said continued economic 
expansion justified the policies he 
has pursued and his recent war- 
nings to Congress to heed his 
advice. 

President Reagan called for 
support for his so-called “econo- 


mic bill of rights,” which includes 
a proposed constitutional amend- 
ment to require a balanced federal 
budget and authority for the pres-, 
idem to veto individual spending 
items in omnibus congressional 
spending bills. 

THe last time the unemploy- 
ment rate was as low as six per 
■cent in December 1979, the 
Labour Department said. 

The July decline and the surge 
in non-farm employment signal- 
led that the third Quarters started 
with relatively robust economic 


growth, financial analysts said. 

The analysts said the July data 
further confirmed that the Amer- 
ican economy is outperfor ming 
growth in most other leading in- 
dustrial countries and fuelling de- 
mand for the U.S. currency. 

On Thursday, the White House 
rolled back growth estimates for 
the economy but said it would 
continue to expand through 1988 
and that no recession was in sight. 

Mr. Beiyl Sprinkei, chairman 
of the president's Council of Eco- 
nomic Advisers, said the adminis- 
tration had revised sfighfTy dowri- 
ward its, growth projection for 
next year to 3.5 per cent from 3.7 
per cent estimated in January. 

He also said the administration 
was forecasting higher inflation 
and interest rates in 1987 and 
1988 than it bad previously pre- 
dicted. 

The inflation rate, as measured 
by consumer price rises, will be 
4.8 per cent this year and 4.4 per 
cent in 1988. compared to earlier 
estimates of 3.8 and 3.6. respec- 
tively, he said. 



FORECAST FOR SUNDAY. AUGUST 9. 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Today's full moon can 
bring about drastic changes in your environment. Ac- 
cept these positively, and use them constructively. Be 
innovative today and succeed. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You should stay around 
people who are important to you today. Some mean- 
ingful personal wishes can be achieved. 

TAURUS (Ajm 1 . 20 to May 20) Attend to the interests 
of your family, A little trip out of town would be very 
helpful, but drive carefully. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) You are in a very 
creative mood arm have wonderful ideas, but they must 
be brought down to a practical level 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Discuss the 
future with your mate. Be practical and try to m ak e 
.some good financial plans together. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Get out of that rut. you've, 
been in, and focus your attention on modem affaire. 
Make needed revisions to contracts. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to SepL 22) Problems connected with 
your work can be easily solved, provided you handle 
them quietly with thought beforehand. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to OcL 22) Some new type of recrea- 
tion with your mate and friends wiD help to prepare yon 
for the week ahead. Be enthusiastic. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Attend to home in- 
terests before moving on to wordly affairs. Be construc- 
tive in your thoughts and actions. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) This is a fine 
rime to make visits you've been putting off. Retire early 
tonight after a buay day. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Some advice from 
an acquaintance may seem outrageous, but ft is basically 
sound Study your financial situation. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You can be very 
pleasing to an individual with rather old-fashioned ideas. 
Use your sense of humor and your charm. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Be creative and try 
something new which will please your mate. A new and 
popular philosophy should bo considered. 

IF YOUR CH ILD IS BORN TODAY ~ he or she will 
be very well adjusted to contemporary issues an d woul d 
do well in computer technology, but will have a strong 
interest in the humanities as well Don't be stifling; you 
should encourage your progeny’s abilities. Teach him 
or her the basics as a base fear new ideas. 


THE Daily Crossword by Harvey L. Chaw 


S Pungant 

15 Uandatr** low 

14 Own 

16 WWI 

infantryman 

15 Surrounded by 
X2 Cartaio banter 
IS laikitwp 


luii anii 


mmmm 


laaaai 

aaael 
aaH 


20 Cgactoaien 
Si Coward 
22 Moon feature 

24 Sly look 

25 Detroit player 
« Hindu srefteo- 

»S££~, 

33 Incased 
M Heap lor one 
3S Songwriter 


» - poker 

37 Sword 
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aaaiBB aai! aaal 


3t Qal& prof. 

40 Qari- a gtnte 
« Aocteot 
markatptec* 
42 An* between 
Two arches 
44 RAM out 
« Mr. Dutch 

46 ftadptenee 

47 Ancient Or. 
city 

SO Utotiam nB- 
4dus teacher 
X.ARppr 
« m - (wboBy) 
55 Hempen line 

tt tow Mater 
SC Pupfl: Fr. 

'66 Open ado 
si Blue enter 

<7 US Hire 

president 
6S pad expletive 

KWH 

t Qmamtt 

2 Ua»Mi 

3 StMrtMlns 

4 BaBStog 

extension 


C (9E? TibdM waoa Sanncea, rk 
A.-: Rtjfra Reawwo 


5 Temporary 
breath 
stoppage 

8 Crouch to tear 
7 Gobi of ban 

6 Unwell 
S Uretoel 

toetranwn? 
ip Good smelt 

11 QiM off 

12 Aeaci to yeas! 

13 fltwr to the 
Battle 

18 buctin 

23 Steal own 

24 Maat entree 

25 Burdened 
gg ianchasiar 

and MaxwaB 

27 Cessation 

26 Tierney rote 

29 Defamation 

30 Or. Island 

31 render 

32 toward 

34 Orate man 
(with SSA) 


s Puzzle Solved: 
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37 Ran 
41 Fragrance 

43 Period 

44 Raman 
officials 

46 Papaya 1 * flM 

47 RBI « 8- 
46 Sit 


49 — boy! 

50 Once more 

51 Traditional 
knowledge 

52 Heroic poem 

53 Valuable wood 

56 Pie — mode 

57 Cheer 


Prices of precious metals slide 
as dollar posts 7-moo th high 

The unexpectedly large boost 
in U.S. employment for July 
helped send the dollar to its 
highest levels in seven months 
Friday, prompting a precipitous 
slide in silver and gold prices. 

The stock market, which ear- 
lier in the day hit the 2,600 level 
for the first time, ended the week 
on an ariti-dhnatic note as a bout 
of late afternoon profit-taking 
sent the Dow Jones industrial 
average closing 2.23 points below 
Thursday's record dose to 2,592. 

Volume swelled to 214 million 
from 192 million. 

Also supporting the dollar 
were ragging worries over the 
possibility of a renewed flare-up in 
the Middle East, winch prompted 
nervous investors to repurchase 
dollar positions they had pre- 
viously sold before leaving for the 
weekend. 

The (foliar climbed to its high- 
est levels against the West Ger- 
man mark since it closed at 
1.89650 marks Jan. 12, finishing 
the day at 1.8925 marks, up from 
1.8845 on Thursday. 

The U.S. currency rose more 
modestly against the Japanese 
yen, dosing at 151.80 yen from 
151.50 on Thursday. 

The strengthening dollar came 
despite the intervention of central 
banks in Britain, the United 
States and Germany, which sold 
dollars seeking to keep the U.S. 
currency within the target ranges 
set by the world's major countries 
in February. 

“Intervention came along and 
the dollar went higher." said one 


Black miners set to stage huge wage strike 


Standard Chartered pulls out of 
S. Africa in biggest disinvestment 



dealer. 

The stronger dollar, as well as 
the fourth day of lower crude oil 
prices, all boded well for the 
economy and helpd trigger a free- 
fall in the price of silver, which is 
normally seen as a safe haven in 
times of economic trouble. 

Silver futures on the commodi- 
ty exchange in New York tum- 
bled as much as 72 cents an 
ounce, as speculators scrambled 
to sell their positions in the face 
of collapsing prices. 

Silver's decline sent gold fu- 
tures down as well, despite the 
possibility of a strike by some 
gold miners in South Africa. Bul- 
lion dosed at $453.70 an ounce, 
down $14.35 from Thursday. 

Oil prices on the New York 
Mercantile Exchange for West 
Texas Intermediate in September 
lost 15 cents to close at $20.99, a 
decline of over $1.50 for the 
week. 

■ Brent North Sea oil, the inter- 
national benchmark grade, was at 
$19.55 barrel, down 15 cents from 
Thursday, as traders continued to 
take profits. 

Although the drop in unem- 
ployment initially sent the U.S. 
treasury bond market lower, it 
recovered as precious metals and 
oil prices began to slide, redneing 
fears of inflation. 

An inflationary environment 
heightens the prospers of higher 
interest rates, which in turn mean 
lower bond prices. 

The key 30-year bond ended at 
$98-9/32, compared with $97-27/ 
32 at Thursday's dose as the yield 
fell to 8.91 per cent from 8.96 per 
cent at Thursday’s dose. 


JOHANNESBURG, South Africa (Agencies) — 
Standard Chartered Bank of London said Friday it 
will sell 39 per cent of the shares in its South African 
subsidiary, the biggest disinvestment yet. 


Yugoslavia hikes gasoline 
prices, lowers bread cost 


BELGRADE (AP) — The gov- 
ernment, apparently fearing so- 
da! unrest, has rolled back widely 
protested increases in the price of 
bread, but said Friday that gaso- 
line prices will go up for the fifth 
time this year. 

The state news agency Tanjug 
said the gas price hike was 
needed because of sharp depre- 
dation of the Yugoslav dinar 
against the U.S. dollar. Imports 
that must be paid for in dollars 
account for 80 per cent of Yugos- 
lavia's crude oil consumption. 

The move meant the price of a 
litre of high-octane gasoline is 
now 460 dinars (61 cents), up 
from 420 dinars (56 cents). Gas : 
prices were last increased on June-' 
12, and before that on: May 20. 
contributing to an annual infla- 
tion rate that officially touched 


105.5 per cent in July. 

Bread prices bad soared by 
more than 100 per cent since 
Aug. 1, causing a wave of protest 
from state-supervised media. The 
offidal trade union organisation 
called on the communist govern- 
ment to “protect the living stan- 
dards of the working people." 

The rollback provoked a fresh 
protest Friday, when Tanjug re- 
ported that mills and bakeries in 
the autonomous province of Vo- 
jvodina, north of Belgrade, 
would appeal the government 
move in a constitutional court. 

Tanjug said the miUs and 
bakeries would argue that new 
limits on bread prices mean they 
cannot- cover- expenses, because, 
wheat prices — which are < not 
controlled by the state — are too 
high. 


Banks pressure Brazil 

SAO PAULO (R) — Creditor banks are pressing Brazil, which has 
halted payments on $68 billion it owes foreign banks, to resume at 
least token payments or face a tougher bank stance, a finance 
ministry spokesman said Friday. 

The banks conveyed the message in a telephone call from Mr. 
William Rhodes of Citicorp to Mr. Antonio De Padua Seixas, 
director for external debt at the central bank, a finance ministry 
source said. MrJRbodes leads a committee which groups 14 Brazilian 
creditors. 

The ministry spokesman told Reuters the banks had not been 
specific about what action they might take and that Mr. Rhodes had 
called after a meeting of 31 creditor banks in the United States on 
Wednesday. 

The spokesman quoted Finance Minister Luiz Carlos Bresser 
Pereira as saying the banks were perhaps implying they would cut off 
short-term credit lines to Brazil. 


Peanuts 


Standard Chartered said in a 
press release issued in London 
the directors “have concluded 
that the redeployment- of re- 
sources from South Africa is in 
the best interests of Standard 
Chartered's shareholders. " 

The directors of the subsidiary, 
Standard Bank Investment 
Corp., refused to comment. 

The subsidiary was founded in 
1862. 

Standard Chartered said the 
shares will sell for 715.9 million' 
rand (about $254 million). 

The South African bank will 
retain its name and a relation 
with its British parent, said Stan- 
dard Bank Investment Corp. 
Chairman Henri De Viiliers. 

This is the partem followed by 
most of the 114 firms that have 
withdrawn from South Africa in 
the past two years: Sale to local 
management or South African 
concerns, often at bargain prices, 
and continued cooperation in 
providing products and services 
to the local market. 

Most divestors have cited 
financial reasons for leaving, lack 
of confidence in South Africa's 
economy and pressure from the 
disinvestment lobby overseas. 

But Standard Bank Investment 
Corp., which had total assets of 
20.624 billion rand ($9,890 bil- 
lion) as of June 30, was the first 
South African banking group in 
report profit to shareholders in 
excess of 200 million rand. 

The profit in the fiscal year 
ended Dec. 31, 1986 was 209 
million rand ($100 million). 

Many divesting companies 
seemed to have'reached the con- 
clusion that their South African 
operations were too small or un- 
profitable to merit the time and 
attention they drew from anti- 
apartheid activists. Most with- 
drawal announcements have 
stressed how small the South 
African market was in compari- 
son to overall company income. 

But Standard Bank Investment 
Corp. accqjjpted for.. 13 per cent 
! of Standard Chartered’s £283.6 . 
’ million profit before tax and in- 
terest on loan capital in the fiscal 
year ended Dec. 31, 1986. 

Standard, which employs 
23*394 people in 985 offices in 
South Africa, is the third multina- 
tional bank to disinvest. London- 
based Barclays disinvested I«.'t 
November and CStiooip of New 
York in June. 

The Barclays disinvestment 
was the biggest ever when it sold 
its 40.4 per cent stake in Barclays 
National Bank Ltd., now known 
as First National Bank, for 527 
million rand at an exchange rate 
of 23.50 U.S. cents. 

South Africa’s dual exchange 
rate system requires non-resi- 
dents to disinvest from South 
Africa through the financial rand, 
which trades at a substantial dis- 


count to the commercial rand 
rate. The system is intended to 
discourage disinvestment and en- 
courage investment. 

Barclays $236 million sale was 
not only the biggest single disin- 
vestment move Dy any Western 
company, its psychological im- 
pact was considerable because it 
came from Britain, the country 
.with the biggest investment in 
South Africa. 

But the London-based Anti- 
Apartheid Movement, the largest 
such organisation in Europe, said 
it would continue to campaign 
against Barclays because it had 
not gone far enough and cut all 
ties to South Africa. 

That was the view expressed by 
South Africa's largest labour fed- 
eration, the mostly black Con- 
gress of South African Trade 
Unions, at its national congress 
last month. Union officials called 
for total withdrawal, an end to 
bank HnaKngs and complete eco- 
nomic, social and diplomatic 
isolation of South Africa. Con- 
gress spokesman, Mr. Frank 
Mentjies, said the piecemeal dis- 
investment that has taken place 
so far harms rather than helps 
disenfranchised black workers 
and delays the end of apartheid, 
rather than hastening it. 

The financial rand rate has 
improved since Barclays sold, 
putting Standard in a more profit- 
able position and the sale 
arrangement calls for some of the 
money to be paid in commercial 
rand, which was 47.96 U.S. cents 
on Friday, compared with the 
financial rand rate of 29.63 U.S. 
cents. The transaction will take 
place over a period of four 
months and be pegged to the 
pound-rand exchange rate on the 
date of payment, so the exact 
selling price is not known. 

Standard Chartered is selling at 
an effective price of 18.75 rand 
($935) per share to two South 
African insurance companies, 
Gold Fields Mining House; the 
Rembrandt Tobacco Company, 
..the bank pension fund, bank ex- 
ecutives and the general public. 

The listing of the bank's shares 
on the Johannesburg Stock Ex- 
change were suspended July 30 in 
anticipation of the disinvestment 
announcement. The bank said 
Friday that the shares would be 
reinstated on Monday. 

Blacks boy control of huge 

white-owned bus company 

Meanwhile, in one of the largest 
purchases ever by black South 
African business executives, a 
taxi owners’ association has 
bought control of the country's 
biggest white-owned bus com- 
pany, officials said. 

After weeks of negotiations, 
the black-run South African Bus 
and Taxi Association (SABTA) 


has agreed to buy a 52 per cent 
share of the Putco Bus Company, 
the Rand Merchant Bank, which 
is handling the deal, said Friday. 

SABTA said it is working with 
black South African business 
leaders to finance the deal, esti- 
mated at 150 million rand ($75 
million) by Business Day, a 
Johannesburg daily. 

Ptitco, which has a fleet of 
more than 3,000 buses, carried an 
estimated 220 million black pas- 
sengers last year. On an average 
day, it carries 120,000 passengers 
between Johannesburg and its 
main black township of Soweto. 

Officials from both companies 
were unavailable for comment 
Friday. 

The deal must now be 
approved by the government's 
department of transport, which 
regulates taxis and buses and also 
subsidises Putco's bus fares. 

Without subsidies, many black 
commuters would be unable to 
pay fares for travel to cities from 
the black townships and nominal- 
ly independent black homelands, 
most of which are far from the 
main business districts. 

Putco's buses have been the 
target of frequent attacks by 
.blacks over the past two years, 
with- hundreds of vehicles being 
stoned, overturned or burned. 

Many blacks perceive the bus 
company as being closely tied to 
the government because it re- 
ceives subsidies. It also is seen as 
one of the mam links between the 
townships and the whites-only 
areas established under the group 
areas act. 

SABTA, which represents ab- 
out 45,000 black taxi owners, did 
not announce any immediate 
plans to restructure the company. 

SABTA is funded by fees re- 
ceived from members and from 
donations from South African 
and international companies. The 
group has a variety of business 
interests, including 10 gas stations 
it owns and operates for member 
use. 

If the deal is approved, Putco 
would become only the second 
black-owned business listed on 
the Johannesburg Stock Ex- 
change. The other is a chain of 
bakeries. 

Bhefc miners set to stage huge 
wage strike 

On the other hand, more than 
200,000 black miners were pre- 
paring Saturday to abandon 46 
South AFrican gold and coal 
mines when the biggest wage 
strike in the country’s history 
starts Sunday. 

The National Union of Mine- 
workers (NUM), in a challenge to 
the white-led government and 
powerful mining houses, told 
members due on strike to go back 
home from Monday to avoid con- 
frontation with security men. 

The NUM, the country's most 
powerful trade union, said the 
strike, which starts with night- 
shift workers, could cripple pro- 
duction at more than half of 


South Africa's vital gold mines 
and about one fifth of its col- 
lieries. 

Mr. Cyril Ramaphosa, general 
secretary of the 300,000-member 
union, told Reuters that prepara- 
tions were under way to transport 
the strikers out of mine hostels. 
He said the massive operation 
could last the whole of next week. 

About half of the strikers come 
from neighbouring black-ruled 
states, whose fragile economies 
are heavily dependent on remitt- 
ances. 

Mr. Ramaphosa said he had no 
indications that the government, 
which relies on the mining indus- 
try for more than 60 per cent of 
its export income, was preparing 
to resist the departure of 
workers. 

He has said he will seek the 
support of tens of thousands of 
other black workers by holding 
strike ballots in platinum, 
chrome, uranium and diamond 
mines across the country. The 
mining industry employs about 
half a million black workers. 

“Ir will be the biggest strike 
ever in the history of the indus- 
try,'' Mr. Ramaphosa told a news 
conference. “Our members are 
not kidding when we say we will 
pursue our demands." 

The NUM is pressing demands 
for a 30 per cent wage increase 
for all black miners.' improved 
working conditions and higher 
leave allowances and danger pay. 

The Chamber of Mines, which 
groups Sourh Africa's six mining 
houses, has offered increases of 
up to 23.4 per cent. 

It said on Tuesday it u'ould not 
try to avert the strike by impro- 
ving the offer, as it did in the 
previous two years, indicating 
that the mining companies had 
adopted a toucher line. 

The government of President 
P.W. Botha has kept silent on the 
pending stoppage. Mining 
analysts compared ~the threat to 
the economy with a 1922 strike by 
white miners which the author- 
ities smashed by declaring martial 
law and calling in troops. 

As tension mounts, both sides 
are making contingency plans ■ — 
the mining companies by. stock- 
piling gold, and the union by 
setting up strike committees in 
mines. 

Mine owners have denied 
allegations by the NUM that 
mining houses plan to cut off 
food supplies to employees living 
in the company-owned,’single-sex 
hostels. 

The NUM said in a letter to the 
chamber: “We also know that in 
previous cases, attempts have 
been made to break strikes by 
violent, unlawful or improper 
means. We are very concerned 
that there will be a repetition of 
this conduct inthe forthcoming 
strike, with disastrous consequ- 
ences." 

Previous South African miners’ 
strikes have erupted into clashes 
between security forces and 
workers. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 




Mutt’n’ Jeff 




‘Fitness experts say JOGGING is the 
best exercise? Well, loafing experts 
say NAPPING is the best exerciser* 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onfinary words. 


Andy Capp 



I NEEOA PRtNK'Jf'M 
GETTING OUT OF TH/S , 
HOUSE FOR ABITr-^ 
BEFORE VOU r 3 

* DRIVE ME < 

COMPLETECf'X 
WNG-EQNG!! r* 



I’LL CCWEWrTHTOU, PET 
-I KNOW HOW WOMEN -< 
FEEL ABOUT GOINS INTO 
A PU0 ON THEIR OWN — . 





A DRIVER IS A 
SUY WHO FORGETS 
THAT HE USE!? 
TO BE THIS. 


Now arrange ttw circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here; A 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrowi 

Jumbles WHEEL lusty beaten defile 
Answer What juner said about the game, after mom 
matte him a new basebal uniform — 

ITS ALL "SEWED" UP 
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Colombo frees 300 Tamils 

Jayewardene: India will bring peace and leave 


COLOMBO (R) — Hundred of suspected Tamil 
guerrillas hugged and kissed each other when they 
were freed from jails and put on a boat for home in 
northern Sri Lanka Saturday. 


“We will never get involved in 
terrorism again said 3l-year-old 
Velumyn Mulligan, father of 
three children, as he boarded an 
Indian Navy ship after spending 
16 months at a detention camp in 
southern Sri Lanka. 

Police Superintendent A. 
Weeraratne speaking by tele- 
phone from the port of GaUe said 
the 300 Tamils were the first of 
nearly 4,000 prisoners it was re- 
leasing in line with last week's 
peace accord aimed at ending the 
guerrilla war for a separate Tamil 
state in the north and east of the 
island. 

Military officials said the hand- 
over of weapons by guerrillas was 
proceeding slowly in the Tamil- 
dominated northern Jaffna penin- 
sula but no arms had been hand- 
ed over in eastern province. 

In terms of the accord signed 
last week by President Junius 
Jayewardene and Indian Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, the 
northern and eastern provinces 
will merge into a single adminis- 
trative council. 

A government official at east- 
ern Batticaloa district said he 
expected the handover to take 
place on Sunday or on Monday. 

“The area’s rebel leaders who 


went to the peninsula early this 
week are expected this evening. 
Arrangements to handover theif 
weapons would be discussed after 
their return," he said. 

Tamil guerrillas began sur- 
rendering their arms on Wednes- 
day in Jaffna to Indian peace- 
keeping troops. 

A spokeswoman for the Indian 
High Commission (emnbassy) 
said they were investigating a 
report that civil guards fired on a 
crowd in the eastern town of 
Trincomalee Friday killing one 
person and wounding four others. 

. Tamil sources said the crowd 
including armed rebels were 
shouting slogans in support of the 
peace pact. 

Finance Minister Ronnie de 
Mel said Friday that the govern- 
ment needed about IS billion 
rupees (S515 million) “for recon- 
struction, rehabilitation and re- 
conciliation” following the end of 
four years of Tamil-Sinhalese 
clashes. 

Mr. De Mel told a news confer- 
ence that, with war at an end, he 
would discuss with the Defence 
Ministry a phased reduction of 
defence expenditure over a three- 
year period. 

This year 12 billion rupees 


($450 million), about 17 per cent 
of the national budget, has been 
earmarked for defence spending. 

Mr. De Mei said Sri Lanka 
Deeded the 15 billion rupees in 
grants or soft loans and said part 
of the foreign aid received would 
be used to'resettle'some 100,000 
people displaced by the war. 

The government has said peo- 
ple displaced from the northern 
and eastern provinces who 
wished to re-settle there would be 
given financial help. 

Mr. De Mel said aid group 
countries helping Sri Lanka had 
agreed to hold a special meeting 
in September to consider the gov- 
ernment request for special assist- 
ance. 

Sri Lankan President J.R. 
Jayewardene said he was trusting 
bis friend Indian Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi to bring peace 
quickly to his island nation and 
remove Indian peacekeeping 
forces in a week, the New York 
Times said Saturday. 

In an interview with the news- 
paper, Mr. Jayewardene said “we 
are talking in terms of Aug. 15“ 
for the withdrawal from Sri 
Lanka of more than 5,000 Indian 
troops who are enforcing a cease- 
fire in Sri Lanka’s four-year-old 
ethnic conflict. 

“That may have to be ex- 
tended,” he was quoted as 
saying. Bat be was confident all 
Indian soldiers would be But long 
before the end of the year, 
according to the article. 


Mr. Jayewardene said he had 
placed his entire trust in his per- 
sonal relationship with Mr. Gan- 
dhi to guarantee pea** in Sri 
Lanka, where minority Tamil re- 
bels have been fighting the 
majority Sinhalese, the report 
said. 

”1 believe in personal 
friendships, foreign policy 
friendships," the president said. 

The article reported that Mr. 
Jayewardene said it was possible 
that not all weapons would be 
surrendered. 

In that case. Indian and Sri 
Lankan troops would have to 
search for them. 

Mr. Jayewardene. said Sri 
Lanka must accept the regional 
domination of India, which has its 
own Tamil population in the 
south. “We can’t stand up to any 
country'. They can conquer us.” 

‘Tni a practical man. It's a fact 
that India is the great power in 
this region, and that the world's 
powers have accepted that. 
America won’t lift a finger to 
help me without asking India." 

Mr. Jayewardene requested 
foreign-aid last week. The United 
States responded by agreeing to 
send spare parts. Britain and the 
Soviet Union had not responded 
to requests, the New York Times 
reported. 

“You never know these big 
powers. They chop and change. 
You can't trust anybody," die 
president was quoted as saying. 


Over 110 feared dead 
in Indian bus plunge 


NEW DELHI (R) — More than 
110 people were feared killed 
when an overcrowded bus 
plunged into a canal in north 
India, the Press Trust of India 
(PTI) said. 

Most victims were believed to 
have drowned when the bus 
loaded with more than 130 pas- 
sengers , crashed Friday on a 
bridge near Mainpur in Uttar- 
pradesh. 250 kilometres south 
east of New Delhi. 

Rescuers have recovered 52 
bodies so far, the news agency 
said. 

Meanwhile nine people were 
swept away by a flooded river in 
eastern Bihar as torrential rams 


lashed the state, forcing the eva- 
cuation of thousands of villagers, 
the United News of India (UNI) 
reported Friday. 

The situation has improved in 
Assam state in the north east, the 
news agency said citing official 
reports. 

After three weeks of monsoon 
flooding, most of the major riven 
in Assam were below the danger 
mark. Monsoon floods have 
caused the deaths of more than 
130 people in Assam, a tea-grow- 
ing region. 

In Bihar, nine people were 
carried away by swirling flood 
waters, bringingthe death toll to 
44 in India’s poorest state. 


ETA claims responsibility 
for 4 bombings in Spain 


VICTORIA, Spain (AP) — A 
Basque separatist group claimed 
responsibility Saturday for four 
recent attacks that killed two 
policemen and injured six people 
in messages sent to Basque news 
media, a news agency reported. 

The independent news agency 
Europa Press said ETA claimed 
responsibility for Friday's rocket- 
propelled grenade attack on the 
Barracks of tbe Paramilitary Civil 
Guard in the town of Zarauz near 
San Sebastian. 

Seven rocket-propelled gre- 
nades fired from a van parked in 
front of the barracks injured two 
Civil Guards and the wife, 
mother and two children of one 
of the guards. 

A San Sebastian hospital 
spokesman said Saturday a 1- 
year-old baby hit in the head and 
liver by shrapnel from the blast 
was in critical condition, and his 


61-year-old grandmother was in 
serious condition with multiple 
shrapnel wounds. 

The rest were treated for slight 
injuries and released Friday, the 
spokesman said. 

As is common in Civil Guard 
barracks, the two guards lived 
with their families inside the com- 
pound for security. Basque ter- 
rorists consider the Civil Guard 
an occupying army, and mount 
attacks on guards and their fami- 
lies. 

ETA, which means Basque 
Land and Liberty in the Basque 
language, also claimed responsi- 
bility for a bombing Thursday in 
Vitoria that killed two national 
police officers. 

A time bomb hidden in a gar- 
bage can exploded as a car car- 
rying the two policemen rode by 
on routine patrol. 


House rejects resolution 
on Armenian massacre 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. House of Representatives 
have defeated a resolution that 
would have designated a day to 
commemorate what sponsors of 
the measure called the 1915-23 
genodde of Armenians in an area 
of what is now Turkey. 

The U.S. State Department 
had strongly opposed the mea- 
sure, saying it could harm rela- 
tions with Turkey, a strategically 
important member of NATC). 
ana encourage Armenian terror- 
ists. 

The resolution, defeated by a 
vote of 189-201, would have de- 
signated April 24, 1988, to com- 
memorate what the sponsors said 
was the death of 1.5 million 
Armenians under the Ottoman 
Empire over eight years begin-, 
ning in 1915- 

The Republic of Turkey was 
established in 1923 from the ruins 


of the empire, which was defe- 
ated in World War I. 

Although the resolution stated 
the genocide occurred prior to 
the establishment of Turkey, 
Ankara protested against the me- 
asure. 

Opponents of the measure said 
Friday that while there were mas^ 
sacres of Armenians during the 
eight-year period, it was incorrect 
to label it “genocide", which re- 
fers to the planned, systematic 
extermination of an ethnic group. 
Opponents also said they feared 
endangering U.S. relations to 
Turkey. 

“Nobody wishes to deny the 
suffering of the Armenians who 
resided in eastern Anatolia where 
the Christian and Muslim popula- 
tions suffered great deprivation 
and death during the first World 
War," tbe State Department 
said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOBER 
AMD OMAR SHARIF 
ones rnawe m*u s«»K». me. 


GOOD SHOT FOR GOOD REASON 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4AQ32 
7A7 
0 7 42 
♦ KJ 106 

EAST 


4 J 10 6 5 
71053 
0 J 10 9 6 s 

*Q 


WEST 
498 
7842 
0AQ8 
♦A8743 

SOUTH 
*K74 
7KQJ96 
OKS 
*962 
The bidding: 

South West North 

1 7 Pass 1 4 

1 NT FSbuw 3 NT 

Pass Pane 

Opening lead: Four of 4 


East 

Pass 

Pass 


Despite the saying that a good 
peek is worth two finesses, we hold 
little brief for those who make a 
habit of try ing to get a look at their 
opponents’ cards. However, South 
on this hand would always be wel- 
come in our game. 

North-South conducted a reason- 
able auction to arrive at three no 
trump. We approve of South's deci- 
sion to rebid one no trump. — he had 
a balanced minimum opening bid 
and that is exactly what he 
described. 

After West’s lead of his fourth- 


best club, the hand was soon over. 
With almost no thought declarer 
played the king from dummy, and 
he was delighted to snare the 
queen. As a result, 11 tricks pre- 
sented no problem. 

Now we know some Easts who 
would regard declarer with suspi- 
cion and, on subsequent hands, 
hold their cards closer to their 
chests. But they would be doing the 
fellow a grave injustice. 

South ‘s problem was not so much 
how best to make one or more club 
tricks — he might have been able to 
come to nine tricks without ever 
winning a club trick. What he had 
to do was to protect his diamond 
weakness, and to accomplish that 
he had u> keep East off lead. As 
long as Wm was on play, the con- 
tract stood a much better chance. 

Had declarer needed a quick dub 
trick, he would have had to guess 
which card to play to the first 
trick. But since his aim was to keep 
East off lead, the king was the cor- 
rect choice. If East held the ace of 
clubs, he would gain tile lead re- 
gardless of which card declarer 
played from dummy at the first 
trick. 

However, if East held the queen 
of dubs and not the ace, as was the 
case here, playing the king would 
guarantee the contract on almost 
any distribution except five hearts 
to the ten in one hand. 


South Korean dissident 
joins opposition party 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea's 
best-known dissident Kim Dae- 
Jung Saturday joined the party 
headed by his rival for leadership 
of the opposition, forging a un- 
ited front to face the government 
party in coming presidential elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Kim. 63. said he would 
become and adviser to the Reuiu-. 
fication Democratic Party (RDP) 
headed by Kim Young-Sam. His 
deicision to join the RDP was 
announced two days ago. 

He noted it was the first time in 
15 years he had been able to join 
a political party. It was also die 
14th anniversary of his alleged 
abduction from a Tokyo hotel 
room by government agents. 

Restrictive laws and a sedition 
conviction bad stripped Kim Dae- 
Jung of his political rights, which 
were only restored last month 
when the government agreed to 
opposition demands for political 


reforms ending nearly three 
weeks of violent protests. 

“Both of us will cooperate for 
the restoration of democracy and 
remain united for political stabil- 
ity even after democracy is 
achieved,” Mr. Kim Dae-Jung 
told a meeting of tbe party. 

“I solemnly and strongly de- 
dare that the RDP will field a 
single presidential candidate," he 
said. “I am confident the RDP 
will become die ruling party next 
year." 

The two Kims, who have 
dominated the opposition estab- 
lishment for the past two de- 
cades, have yet to agree on who 
will be the candidate fadng the 
ruling Democratic Justice Party 
contender Rob Tae-Woo. 

Meanwhile a South Korean 
cabinet member said Saturday 
that growing labour unrest could 
endanger the country's still fra- 
gile process of political reforms. 


Punjab village leader killed 


NEW DELHI, India (AP) — A 
village leader was shot to death 
by Sikb militants in Punjab state 
Saturday as police continued to 
hunt for Sikh gunmen suspected 
of slaughtering 18 people a day 
earlier. 

The latest victim was identified 
bv the United News of India 
(tlNI) as UjbaJ Singh, head of 
Bhadur village about 35 
kilometres south east of the Sikh 
holy dty of Amritsar. 

Mr. Singh, a Sikh, was shot to 
death as be slept, the news agen- 
cy said. 

The motive for tbe slaying was 
not immediately known, but Sikh 
extremists have targeted both 
Hindus and moderate Sikhs in 
their five-year guerrilla campaign 
for an independent Sikh home- 
land in the Punjab. 

More than 630 people have 


been killed by Sikh militants in 
the state since the start of the 
year. 

Police Saturday said they had 
made no arrests yet in connection 
with Friday’s slayings, which in- 
cluded a massacre of 12 Hindus in 
one village. Jagdev Kalan near 
Amritsar. 

The Khalistan Commando 
Force, one of the largest Sikh 
underground guerrilla groups 
claims responsibility for the 
attack. 

Police have been put on alert 
throughout northern India to try 
to capture the killers, prevent 
more murders and block any Hin- 
du backlash agains t Sikhs. 

In New Delhi, meanwhile para- 
military police cordoned off a 
Sikh residential neighbourhood 
Saturday to conduct a house-to- 
house search for suspected Sikh 
extremists. 


U.K. gains injunction on 
spy book radio broadcast 


AUCKLAND., New Zealand 
(AP) — A judge on Saturday 
granted a temporary injunction 
requested by the British govern- 
ment to ban an Auckland radio 
station from broadcasting mate- 
rial from the controversial book 
Spycatcber. 

A justice of the high court at 
Auckland granted tbe injunction 
against Radio Pacific, which re- 
mains in force until Tuesday, the 
New Zealand Press Association 
reported. 

On Friday, Radio Pacific 
broadcast three current affairs 
reports about the book written by 
the former British secret agent 
Peter Wright, who now lives in 
Australia’s island state of Tasma- 
nia, raising horses in retirement. 

The reports, filed by Pacific’s 
U.S. correspondent Jim Thomp- 


son. did not contain long readings 
from Spycatcher but described 
material it contained. 

Radio Pacific Managing Direc- 
tor Derek Lowe said the injunc- 
tion was futile because the station 
had not intended to broadcast 
more Spycatcher reports. “We 
ran the reports as news and cur- 
rent affairs items,” he said. 

In his book, Wright contends 
that his former bass at Britain's 
MI5 counterespionage agency 
the late Sir Roger Hollis, was a 
Soviet agent. Other' books and 
articles previously made the same 
allegation. 

Spycatcher also describes the 
purported efforts of a group of 
MI5 agents to destabilise Bri- 
tain’s Labour governments of Sir 
Harold Wilson in the 1950s and 
1970s. 


5 Central American presidents sign peace accord 


GUATEMALA CITY (Agen- 
cies). — Five Central American 
presidents signed a pact designed 
to end domestic insurgencies that 
have made the region an arena 
for superpower rivalry. But rebel 
groups did not say whether they 
would comply. 

The success of tbe fragile 11- 
point plan depends on the willing- 
ness of U.S.-hacked Nicaraguan 
rebels and leftist guerrillas in El 
Salvador to lay down their arms. 

The agreement signed Friday 
by the presidents of Guatemala, 
El Salvador, Honduras. Nicar- 
agua and Costa Rica also fails to 
set terms for verification and 
arms limitation in the region — 
longstanding stumbling blocks to 
peace. 

Tbe pact calls for a ceasefire 
within 3V4 months in the Nicara- 
guan and El Salvador civil wars, 
reconciliation between those gov- 
ernments and their opposition 
groups, steps to assure democra- 
cy throughout Central America, 
an end to outside aid to rebel 
forces and an end to the use of 
any country's territory by rebels 
trying to destabilise another 
country. 

It gives the five nations' foreign 
ministers 90 days to complete the 
difficult task of working out de- 
tails of these provisions and 
“rules ...of compliance." 

President Vmicio Cerezo of 
Guatemala hailed the document 
as a “historic achievement” dur- 
ing a signing ceremony in the 
ornate National Paiace that 
closed the five leaders' two-day 
summit. 

The other presidents made no 
comments. 

After the ceremony, they 
walked with their delegations to 
the Metropolitan Cathedral a 
block away for a Roman Catholic 
mass. A scheduled news confer- 
ence by the leaders was canceled 
without explanation. 

The Nicaraguan Resistance, 
the largest contra rebel group 
fighting to overthrow Nicaragua's 
leftist Sandinista government, 
issued a statement in Guatemala 
City saying it generally supported 
the peace plan. 

It noted, however, that the 
document included no sanctions 
and said it called for reversing 
conditions that have been the 
basis of the Nicaraguan govern- 
ment since the Sandinistas took 
power in 1979. The rebels did not 


directly comment on whether 
they were willing to lay down 
their arms. 

Leftist rebels in El Salvador, 
grouped under the Farabundo 
Marti National Liberation Front, 
did not immediately comment on 
the plan. 

In Washington, Congressman 
Jim Wright, speaker of tne House 
of Representatives, called the 
accord “substantial” and said he 
hopes President Ronald Reagan 
will withhold any requests to 
Congress for more aid to tbe 
contras as long as the peace pro- 
cess is ou track. 

The White House said Mr. 
Reagan would not comment on 
the agreement until be has analy- 
sed it. 

President Oscar Arias of Costa 
Rica, whose Feb. 15 peace prop- 
osal formed the basis for Friday’s 
agreement, told reporters Presi- 
dents Daniel Ortega of Nicaragua 
and Jose Napoleon Duarte of El 
Salvador were much more flexi- 
ble than during past talks. 

“They are desperate and want 
an end to their wars.” said Mr. 
Arias, noting that both nations’ 
economies have been badly hurt 
by years of combat. Mr. Duarte 
and Mr. Ortega left Guatemala 
immediately alter tbe summit. 

The meeting was called “Es- 
quipulas II” after a similar meet- 
ing of the presidents in the 
Guatemalan town of that name 
last year. That meeting was 
marked by a shouting match be- 
tween Mr Duarte and Mr. Orte- 
ga and ended with a call for 
fiirther talks. 

Tbe pact said terms of verifica- 
tion, control and limitation of 
arms in the region should be 
negotiated under the aegis of the 
Contadora group — Mexico, Col- 
ombia. Panama and Venezuela 
— which has been trying since 
1953 to mediate peace in Central 
America. 

An International Verification 
and Control Commission would 
be organised, including the secre- 
taries general of the United Na- 
tions and the Organisation of 
American States, the five foreign 
ministers and representatives of 
the Contadora nations and four 
support nations — Argentina, 
Brazil. Peru and Uruguay. 

The commission would report 
progress on the agreement within 
120 days, and the presidents 
would meet 30 days later to hear 


the commission's report. 

On Wednesday, the Reagan 
administration offered its own 
peace initiative dealing only with 
Nicaragua. The proposal called 
for suspending railitaiy aid to the 
contras if the Sandinistas agreed 
to a ceasefire, restored democra- 
tic processes and rejected Soviet 
Bloc military aid. 

Mr. Reagan's proposal was not 
formally discussed at tbe presi- 
dents’ meeting. 

MANAGUA (R) — Nicaraguans 
welcomed the signing of a Central 
American peace agreement but 
voiced doubts over whether the 
accord would work. 

“It’s about time too," said 40- 
year-old housewife Aida Solano, 
referring to tbe agreement. 

"Let’s hope it’s for real,” Mrs. 
Solano said. 

“I doubt they will comply with 
any of these tiling,” said 3&-year- 
otd travel agent Roberto Cuadra. 
“There is a lot of hatred in 
Nicaragua,” Mr. Cuadra said, 
doubting Nicaragua's warring fac- 
tions could ever be truly recon- 
ciled. 

Mr. Cuadra said his only real 
hope was for an improvement in 
the country's war-battered eco- 
nomy. 

Many Managuans expressed 
the view that uo peace plan could 
work unless backed by the White 
House, which regards the Sandi- 
nistas as a threat to U.S. security 
interests because of their friendly 
ties to the Soviet Union and 
Cuba. 

“The problem here is not 
among us Central Americans,” 
said Margarita Gurdian, a 32- 
year-old employee at the Ministry 
of Culture. : The trouble is the 
United States which sends the 
money to the contras.” 

In Washington, the Reagan 
administration reacted cautiously 
Friday to the peace agreement, 
saying it would have no comment 
until it analysed tbe text. 

"We are anxiously awaiting de- 
tails of this agreement," said 
White House spokesman Roman 
Popaduik. “After we have re- 
ceived it and have had a chance to 
analyse it we will be in a position 
to comment" 

Meanwhile Secretary of State 
George Shultz, again rejecting 
one-on-one talks with Nicaragua, 
said Friday he is ready to travel to 
Central America if that will 
promote President Ronald 


Reagan’s peace initiative. 

Mr. Shultz told a Senate 
Appropriations Subcommittee 
that peace in Central America 
must be achieved by the nations 
of the region and that direct talks 
between Washington and Man- 
agua are "not die right way to go 
about it." 

“We aren't just stalling 
around, we are saying there is a 
regional problem," Mr. Shultz 
said. 

He said that if it is “too tough” 
for Nicaragua’s Sandinista gov- 
ernment to sit at the same table 
with representatives of the U.S.- 
supported contra rebels, arrange- 
ments will have to be made to 
make sure tbe contras views are 
represented. 

Mr. Shultz said that the idea of 
“bilateral" talks between the Un- 
ited States and Nicaragua was 
dropped during consultations 
with Congress at tbe suggestion 
of Democratic Senator Christ- 
opher Dodd, who he said urged 
that the two countries not be 
portrayed as tbe sole “arbiters” 
of the fate of Central America. 

“So we struck it out," Mr. 
Shultz said. 

He said tbe retention of the 
phrase “bOateral talks” in a copy 
of tbe plan retained by House 
Speaker Jim Wright was 
apparently inadvertent. 

“Apparently the words didn’t 
come out of both documents,” 
Mr. Shultz said. 

The whole idea, he said, is that 
“we don't want to push a Yankee 
solution." 

Asked about reports he is pre- 
pared to travel to the region to 
promote die process. Mi. Shultz 
said nothing has been arranged 
but added, “have plane, mil 
travel." 

Republican Senator Robert 
Kasten urged Mr. Shultz to make 
a firm commitment that (he Sept. 
30 deadline set by the peace plan 
will be a “fixed date" not to be 
extended under any circumst- 
ances. 

Mr. Shultz declined. 

He said that while a deadline is 
a useful tool because “it concen- 
trates peoples' minds," and that 
while the Sept. 30 date is sensible 
from a number of standpoints, “I 
don't want to be put on a spot." 

Saying the Sept. 30 date could 
never be extended under any 
circumstances is “going to ex- 
tremes,” Mr. Shultz said. 
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Kuwait to test airline personnel for AIDS 

KUWAIT (R) Kuwait Airways’ piiots. hostesses and stewards 

are to be tested for the killer disease AIDS tt \ cry six months. 
Health Minister Abdel Rahman Al Awadt told Ai Waian 
newspaper they would be required to undergo tbe tests because 
“this group bv the nature of their work are more exposed than 
others to the virus of this disease." He said the government would 
soon consider a law requiring AIDS tests for all people resident in 
Kuwait, where seven cases — all foreigners — have been 
reported. 

Critic reviews performance that never was 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) — The San Francisco Chronicle removed 
a dance critic from his duties after he wrote a review of a San 
Francisco ballet performance that had been cancelled, the 
newspaper said. The review by Huewell Tircuit. published in the 
newspaper on Monday morning, gave had marks to the banet 
Bizet Pas De Deux. The ballet was listed on the printed 
programme for a Sunday afternoon performance but was dropped 
because one of the principals. Ludmilla Lopukhova, was suffering 
from a sore back. In his review. Tircuit said Lopukhova and the 
other featured dancer, David McNaughton. "looked a tad bit 
dumpy ... Lopukhova’s potato-drenched Russian training seemed 
less heavy than in the past." In a published announcement. 
Chronicle Executive Editor William German apologised to the 
newspaper's readers and the ballet company. He said Tircuit told 
editors he believed he was ill when he reviewed the performance 
and could not clearly recall how he made tbe error. Tircuit s new 
duties at the newspaper were not disclosed. 

Owner of ‘Castro’ beard wins $2,000 

TOKYO (AP) — Trying to look iike Cuban leader fide! Castro 
won a 26-year-old Japanese man S2.000 Saturday in a beard and 
mustache contest. The “Castro-style" beard of Hiroaki Deto of 
Kanagawa took top prize among 20 hairy finalists in Japan's 
annual hige (beard and mustache! No. 1 contest sponsored bv a 
Japanese subsidiary of Schick, the American razor manufac- 
turer. Deto saidhe had cultivated his bushy growth for eight years. 
Runners-up in the contest, which began with 403 contenders, 
were 42-year-old restaurant manager Mitokazu Arai. with a 
waxed “continental-style” mustache, and barber Kanuni Ohama, 
also 42, who sported a neatly trimmed circle of hair around his 
mouth. Both received S350- Suemori Arashiyama. the winner 
among younger contestants with a thick “Sikti-style” mustache, 
took home $350. The owner of 1986’s best beard, a Sushi 
restaurant owner, was named the contest's first grand champion 
in judging among previous winners. The beard sported by Isao 
Hiraoka, 42, won him two round-trip tickets to Hong Kong. 
Schick, a division of Warner Lambert K.K. , designated Saturday, 
the eighth day of the eighth month. Beard and Mustache Day 
because the two strokes that makes up the symbol for eight in 
Chinese and Japanese resemble a mustache.' 

Couple mauled by lion in Zimbabwe park 

HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) — A lioness mauled a one-armed 
man and his wife while they slept in a tent in a northern game 
park, the chief game warden has said. Glen Tatham said the lion 
attacked Roy and Yvonne Jennings, both Zimbabwean in their 
early 50s, at Mana Pools Park bordering Zambia. Jennings, a 
mining engineer, heard an animal outside the tent about 3 a.tn. 
Sunday, Tatham said, and thinking it was a Hyena, struck the side 
of the canvas tent to frighten it away. “The lioness ripped open 
tbe tent, grabbed him by his good arm and started to puli him 
away. Yvonne woke and grabbed the animal to save her husband. 
It bit her on the jaw and pulled dear of the lent." the game 
warden said. “By then Roy was on his feet and, although be was 
bleeding badly, he tried to attack the lioness. But it attacked him 
again, biting him on the back of the head and mauling his chest 
and back," Tatham said. The noise woke wardens who scared the 
lioness away with gunfire. A rhino conservation team that had 
invited the Jennings to the park later tracked and shot the cat. 
“The lioness was old and its teeth were worn down. That probably 
saved the Jennings’ lives," Tatham said. The couple were treated 
on the scene before they were driven to a hospital ISO kilometres 
away. Afterward, they were flown to .Parirenyatwa Hospital in 
Harare, the Zimbabwe capital, where medical superintendent Dr. 
Doreen Shennan said they would recover. 

British actor returning to TV role 

LONDON (R) — British actor Edward Woodward has said he 
would resume his U.S. television role as the Equalizer despite a 
recent heart attack. The 57-year-old actor, who suffered the 
attack on July 29, said doctors have ordered he rest for the next 
six weeks and give up cigarettes. Woodward, who plays a 
tough-guy New York vigilante with a soft spot for the underdog, 
said be would shoot a new 20-episode season of the Equalizer in 
October. ‘The attack was very frightening. It was a pretty 
damned close thing and it makes you realise how close you are to 
saying to the world ‘bye-bye for now'," he told reporters at his 
home. ‘‘I feel as though I have been knocked down by a big truck 
but apart from that I’m feeling fine," he said. 

‘Mayflower Madam 9 sues literary agent 

NEW YORK (R) — “Mayflower Madam" Sydnev Biddle 
Barrows has filed a $5 million suit alleging that a Manhattan 
literary agent has appropriated her name without her permission. 
She asked federal Judge Leonard Sand to bar the agent. 
Lawrence Brown, from further trademark infringement and 
vi olatio n of her rights. Barrows, a descendant of rhe Mayflower 
pilgrims, said in court documents that she gained national fame 
from her book “Mayflower Madam,” which tells of the Manhattan 
prostitute ring she once ran. She said that despite using every 
measure available to protect her rights, Brown had “willfully 
persisted with his misconduct.” She said that last month, Browii 
contacted an editor of the publisher Simon and Schuster and 
falsely claimed to be Barrows’ literary agent and attempted to 
make a deal. She said the value of her name is incalculable and 
that heT business “ All be irreparably injured bv the defendant's 
false representation. 

Farmers turn scenic spot into quarry 

PEKING (AP) — Hordes of farmers using explosives and 
hammers are turning a scemc one forest in southern China into a 
quai^ senously darning the popular tourist spot, an official 
report said Monday. The farmers are excavating the beautiful 
stones m Lu nan county. Yunnan province, to build houses and 
scD for tablet making, with some pieces fetching 100 vuan ($27) 
smd the rq»rt in the English-language China Dailv newspaper 

of Sf, Barba ™ destruction by the local farmer Si 
ancient beautiful stones have been lost forever ” 

It* scenic spot. 126 kilometres south east of the proriSSi 
ofKttnmni, covets mote than 26,1100 hectares 2^acresi of 

which about 80 hectares (19S acres) are o«H 
report said geologists believe the area’s limestone tUt 

shape about 270 million years ago in the SaL^teEra 
groups of fanners used hammers and wee! If r 1 

extract stones despite a posted sign that said ° n ^ une ,. 4 J5 

the report, while other famuK quarrying. 






